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SUMMARY ON COMMUNIST INFILTRATION INTO THB 
MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 



I. HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMUNI3T PARTY IN HDLLYfrOOD 

A. Communist International and National Declarations of 
Interests in Motion Picture Industry 



Willi Muenzenberg, in an article entitled "Capture the Film I" with 
the sub-title "Hints on the Use of, Out of the Use of, Proletarian Film 
Propaganda* which appeared in the Daily Worker on July 23, 1925, stated as 
follows j 

"He must develop the tremendous cultural possibilities of the notion 
picture in the revolutionary sense... .One of the most pressing tasks 
confronting Communist Parties on the Held of agitation and propaganda 
is the conquest of this supremely important propaganda weapon, until 
now the monopoly of the ruling class, we must wrest it from them and 
turn it against them. " 

In stressing the importance of the motion picture, Muenzenberg calls 
attention to the fact that "the total attendance in the movie theatres of 
England, franca and the United States is perhaps even today (1925) greater than 
the total of newspaper readers in those countries", Muenzenberg also states 
in this article "Not the destruction of tools and technical equipment, but their 
conquest and their turning to the use of the labor movement, for the idea— 
World of Communism". 

In a second article ay Muenzenberg found in the Dally Worker of 
Saturday, August 15, 1925, entitled "The Picture and the Film in the Revolu- 
tionary Movement", he quotes internationally famous Communists concerning the 
importance of motion pictures' to the world Communist movement. He quotes 
Vladimir 111 ten Lenin in a conversation with Comrade A. V. Lunacharski, the 
former Soviet Commfesar for Public Education, as stating? 

"You must powerfully develop film production, taking especially the 
proletarian kino (motion picture theatres) to the dty masses and in 
still a much greater extent to the village. You must always consider 
that of all the arts, the motion picture is for us the most important. 11 
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Uuenzenberg also quotea tha Chairman of the Executive Committee of 
tha Comauniat Internet ional, Gregory £. Zinovler, concarning tha notion 
picture aa follows: 

"Tha motion picture in the possession of tha bourgeoisie is tha 
strongest means for the betrayal and befuddling of the masses. 
Itv.our handa it can and must oecome a mighty weapon of Communist 
propaganda for tha enlightening of tha widest working masses ." 

Muenzenberg also quoted K. Woroachilow, who at that time waa the 
Commander of the Red Army in tha Moscow Military District, as stating: 

"The motion picture, as a cultural plane (the carpenter's tool), 
has won itself a place of honor in the U.S.S.H. It is no less 
popular in the Had Army than among tha worker and peasant masses." 

.He quotes Clara Zetkin who has been referred to as the oldest 
revolutionary woman and an intimate friend of Lenin as stating concerning the 
significance of the film in the Communist propaganda: 

"On no account can the Communist movement ignore tha propaganda 
power of the motion picture. " 

In addition to these quotations cited oy Uuenzenberg, he also 
wrote in his article as follows: 



"••••In the factories or after working hours we could show the workers 
by means of trick film tha constant lowering of their living con- 
ditions, of the actual lowering of their wages in comparison to the 
rising prices, and thus demonstrate the actual working out of 
bourgeoisie control of politics and industry* 

"There are hundreds of motives and objectives that can oe utilized 
in film propaganda. We are not oblivious to tha colossal censor- 
ship difficulties, technical and organisational obstacles, that stand 
in the way of all these suggested plans. Much groundwork would 
already be won if we could put every Communist Party and organization 
into a position to show a monthly film chronicle of the moat important 
happenings in Soviet Russia, and thus to bring tha development of this 
strongest prop of the international proletarian and revolutionary 
movement into tha clear vision of tha masses," 

Uuenzenberg also relates, 

"But next to nothing naa been done to put tha film into the arsenal 
of agitation and propaganda weapons of tha Communist Party, Quite 
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properly the enlarged Executive Committee of the Comintern in 
Uarch, 1925, called attention to this short coming, and instructed 
all affiliated Parties to concern themselves ;auch more than 
formerly in turning this weapon to this service. Leading Ccua- 
rades of the International have repeatedly and emphatically point- 
ed out the tremendous significance of the film propaganda.' 1 

Kuenzenberg concludes this article with the following statement: 

"There must no longer be any country in which the COiiinunist Party and 
its groups do not make extensive propagandist use of the motion pic- 
ture fiL-a." 

With regard to the aforegoing quotations, it should be pointed out 
that they were taken from the Daily Worker, which is the Communist daily paper 
for the eastern part of the United States published in New York City. The 
author of this article, Vfilli Laienzenberg, was for iaany years a Party function- 
ary of the Communist Party of Germany in Charge of Publications and Propaganda. 
He was generally considered to be the "Czar of Propaganda and Publications of 
the Ger.oan Ka-nrminitische Partie Deutschland." Confidential Informant, ilarvey 
Gilbert '.j'olf , a former member of the Coui.iUiiist Party and a reliable paid in- 
formant of the Los Angeles Office, has stated that uienzenberg who is now de- 
ceased, was at one time a member of the lixecutive Committee of the (Jo>r u minis t 
International. He related that liuenzenberg was not in the united States at 
the time this article was incorporated into the Daily 'norker but that it was 
incorporated into the Daily Vonter and the fact that it was reprinted would be 
considered by the Communists as a directive to be followed. He related that he 
has noted in the interactional correspondence in the past years that Viilli uien- 
zenberg has attended Plenums of the Communist International in Moscow, juissia. 

B. Coiiuuunist Tactics. Strategy and Methods of Operation 

In order to more clearly point out the motivating forces which cause 
Communists to carry out the teachings of iuarx, Lenin and Joseph Stalin and to 
indicate the aim and objective of the Communist movement, quotations from various 
Communist periodicals and other authoritative sources are being set out in this 
section. In addition, reliaole sources have ixidicatea various methods of opera- 
tion and tactical procedures used by the Communists, in some instances with re- 
tard to the motion picture industry, and these are also being set out in this 
section. 



The Communist ethics oust be consider ad in order to visualize the 
true significance and content of the tactics and statement* of Communists 
and their fellow travelers. Lenin summarized this morality when he saidi 

"Our morality is entirely subordinate to the interests of the class 
struggle of the proletariat. «• .For the Communists, morality con- 
sists entirely of compact, united discipline and conscious mass 
struggle against the exploiters. We do not believe in eternal 
morality, and we expose ail the fables about morality. 11 

It is clear from Lenin's statement that the in din. dial Communist's 
ethical Judgment is subservient to the will of the Communist Party. Accord- 
ing to Lenin, the Conminlst code of ethics must reflect that the truth 
should giv« way to the class advantage* In other words, the Communists' 
word only has as much value as their conception of the Interests of the 
class struggLe may dictate. 

The aim of the Communist Party in the United States is clearly 
indicated in "A Uanual on Organization" of the Communist Party by J. Peters 
published in 1935* According to this manual, the Communist Party's aim is 
as follows t 

"The Communist Party of the USA leads the working class in the 
fight for the revolutionary overthrow of capitalism, for the 
establishment of a Socialist Soviet Republic in the United States,...* 

William Z. Foster, present leader of the Communist Party in the 
United States, stated in the book entitled "Toward Soviet America" t 

"The leader of the revolution in all its stages is the Communist 
Party. .The establishment of an American Soviet Government will 
mark the birth of real democracy in the United States. For the 
first time the tollers will be free, with industry and the 
government in their own hands. Now they are enslavedi the 
industries and the government are the property of the ruling 
class." 

To further show the allegiance of the American Ooanunists, it 
should be noted that William Z. ibater, when testifying before the Fish 
Committee of the 71st Congress in 1930, stated. 

"The workers of this country (the United States) and the workers 
of every country have only one flag. That is the red flag. That 
Is the flag of the proletarian democracy*" 

In addition,- to show the true revolutionary movement of the Com- 
munists in the United States, an exoerpt of a pledge given to 2,000 individuals 
who were being initiated into the Communist Party at New York City in 1935, 
Barl Browder, at that time head of the Oommunist Party, USA, stated in part* 
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"I pledge ay self to rilly the masses to defend the Soviet Union, 
the land of victorious socialism* I pledge myself to remain at 
all tines a vigilant and firm defender of the Leninist line of the 
Party, the only line that insures the triumph of Soviet power in 
the United States." 

The deceptive principles employed by the Oonnunlst Party have been 
Indicated ty their use of trickery and subterfuge to employ a tactic or gain 
an objective* The following quotations of 7* I* Lenin, regarded as the 
"great god" of the American Comnunists whose writings are their bible, are 
being set out as indicative of the above. 

"The strictest loyalty to the ideals of Communism mist be combined 
with the ability to make all necessary practical compromises, to 
maneuver, to make agreements, zig-zags, retreats, etc., so as to 
accelerate the coming to power.. •" 

"It is necessary to be able to withstand all this, to agree to 
any and every sacrifice, and even — if need be— to resort to all 
sorts of devices, maneuvers, and illegal methods, to evasion and 
subterfuge, in order to penetrate into the trade unions, to re- 
main In them, and to carry on Communist work in then at all costs.* 1 

In order that one can readily recognize the Communist propaganda 
disseminated in written or spoken words, the deceptiveness of the Aesopian 
language utilized by the Oommunists must be considered* Lenin, in referring 
to this brand of Communist double-talk, stateds 

"••••That cursed Aesopian language. ..which... .compelled all revolutionaries 
to have recourse, whenever they took up their pens to write a •legal' 
work." 

Lenin used it for the purpose of avoiding "cenaorshtp". Communists 
today are using it to mislead the public* 

Indicative of the method of procedure utilized by the Communist 
Party is the following quotation taken from the publication entitled "Program 
of the Communist International" which reflects that the Communist Party 
"extends its Influence over the majority of members of its own class, in- 
cluding workingmen and the working youth* To achieve this, the Communist 
, Party must secure proletariat Influence in the broad mass proletarian organ- 
isations (Soviets, trade unions, factory committees, cooperative societies, 
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sport organizations, cultural organizations, etc.). It la particularly 
important for the purpose of winning over the majority of the proletariat, 
to gain control of the trade unions, which are genuine mass working class 
organizations closely bound up with the every day struggles of the working 
class* To work in reactionary trade unions and skillfully to gain control 
of then, to win the confidence of the broad Basses of the industrially 
organized workers, to change and 'remove front their posts' the reformist 
leaders, represent important tasks in the preparatory period." The preced- 
ing quotation was found in this publication under the heading, "The funda- 
mental Tasks of Comnunist Strategy and Tactics". 

Confidential Informant fl|H^H|H|V of the Los Angeles 
Office who is a former member of tne^omnunis^Tarxy in the Los Angeles area 
and has been closely affiliated with the motion picture industry for a con- 
siderable period of time, has stated that there has been a noticeable change 
in the general tactical lines and methods of operation in the Communist 
Party in the film industry. He stated that this is apparently die to the wave of 
exposals of individual Comnunist a and Communist Party line followers in govern- 
ment and other circles as a part of the broad campaigi of the attack now being 
waged on Communism* He related that there has resulted a change in Its 
method of operation and tactics to meet these conditions. He stated that 
some of the former outspoken leaders of the Communists as well as CoLusunist 
sympathizers have drawn back to less important positions and have less to 
say openly in Comnunist affairs, while those who have not been so active or 
so well-known have been forced to the front to carry on the program not as 
Communists but camouflaged as "liberals" and "progressives". 



Informant ^m^ias related that these Communists are even boring 
within the anti-Communist movement with the objective in view of taking over 
the movement and directing it to less harmful channels, the result being that 
Comnunists are attacking themselves but not sufficiently vigorously enough 
to basically harm themselves or their movement* He related that these are 
all a part of the tactics which were laid down at the Leninist School qf_ 

"strategy and tactics". It should be pointed out that this informant 

being a former member of the Communist Party, has considerable 
iwieage or the Communist strategy and tactics* 




stated it la becoming more and more apparent that the Communists 

are using prominent sympathizers in the motion picture industry to further 
their policies. He stated that by using these persons of high standing and 
influence, the Communist Party hopes to cover up these individuals' real 
Communist connections* He continued by stating that the following top pro- 
ducers over a period of years not only employed Communists and Communist 
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sympathizers, some of whom were notoriously known, but hare protected them 
whenever their names or reputations have been exposed to public notices 

David Selsnick Sanuel Goldwyn 

Warner Brothers Charles Chaplin 

Walter Wanger 




[analyzed the situation in Hollywood by relating that producers 

in the motion picture industry could dean up the Communist movement if they 
saw fit* He stated that up until recently there was no recorded Instance 
where the Hollywood motion picture industry or any of its top influential 
leaders had ever denounced Communism or Communists publicly. Basically, he 
said, they are "internationalists 1 *. Because of this, the activity of the 
Communists and their sympathizers who do not really work for the Communist 
cause increases day by day with added influence In all departments of the 
motion picture industry. 

As an additional part of the general program for Comounis^pene- 
^At^n^^tQ the motion picture industry, Confidential Informant flHaT 
l^H^^^^pof the Los Angeles Office stated that the Communist rarty con- 
sidered the importation of known pro -Comminist individuals Into the Holly- 
wood area of great significance. 

Confidential lnformant|^^0also related that a large percentage 
of this pro-Comaunist element was brought into Hollywood diring the period 
from 1935 to 1944. Many of these individuals were European refugees who came 
to this country following the rise of Nazism in Europe and were employed in 
reliable positions in the field of writing and directing. The majority of 
these people, although not openly admitted members of the Communist Party, 
have shown a sympathy to the Communist cause or have moved in Communist 
circles in the motion picture industry. Among the exiled refugees prominent 
in pro -Soviet and Communist circles in Hollywood is Harms ELsler. Harms £lsler 
is the brother of Gerhardt BLsler who was recently convicted on contempt of 
Congress* Harms SLsler has been the subject of an un-American Activities 
Committee inquiry into the motion picture industry. Harms Eisler has an 
extensive record of Soviet and Communist affiliations both in the United States 
and Europe which had been brought to your attention in a separate memorandum 
dated July 11, 1947. 

Confidential Informant ^^HjHUjl^^^ro Tided information in* 
di eating that the Communists have recently lost ground to some extent in the 
trade union field because of the failure of the strike of the Conference of 
Studio Unions* He indicated, however, that the Communists hare more than made 
up for their failure by having many of their sympathizers piaffed in high 
executive positions such as directors and writers. He related that this latter 
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type of penetration is more insidious because of the reputations and influence 
gained by those elevated in this manner. An outstanding exanple was the 
appointment of Dore S chary to be Director of all production at RKD Studios. 
Mr. Schary has followed the Conumnist Party line for many years, has engaged 
in the activities of and s upported a number of Conumnist influenced organ- 
izations. Informant ■•related that his Important position affords him 
complete protection QaSst any charge by an outsider that he has been in- 
volved in Oomnunist activity. This pattern appears to be followed closely, 
according to Wolf, and extends throughout the industry, tending to make it 
somewhat sacred for any critic! an of a definite or specific nature. 



C. Early Cpanunist Party History and Organization in Hollywood 



Confidential Info nnant e^^H^^^H^HHE 1 f the Angeles 
Office related that the League ofAmerican^rTters^at a convention held in 
New York City in April of 1935, decided to form a Pacific Coast Branch of 
the League of American Writers and related that at that time Waldo Frank 
was the National Secretary of the League of American Writers* 

A complete record and report on the first American Writers Congress 
has been published ly the International Publishers, edited by Henry Hart. 
This report contains all the addresses delivered at this Congress. It includes 
an article by John Howard Laws on entitled "Technique and the Drama' 1 . 

Quoting from an introduction appearing In this book concerning the 
First American Writers Congress, it states* 

"We propose, therefore, that a Congress of American Revolutionary 
Writers be held in New fork City April 26, 27 , 28, 1935; that to 
this Congress there be invited all writers who have achieved some 
standing in their respective field and who have clearly indicated 
their synpathy with the Revolutionary cause; who do not need to be 
convinced of the decay of capitalism, of the inevitability of 
revolution. . . .We believe such a congress should create the League 
of American Writers, affiliated with the International Union of 
Revolutionary Writers. In European countries the International Union 
of Revolutionary Writers is In the vanguard of literature and 
political action." 

Prominent Ffollywood writers listed as being on the call to attend 
the first and second American Writers Oongresses included such individuals 
as l Guy Bidore, John Howard Iowson and Samuel Ornitx. All ttoee of these 
individuals are Identified in this section of the me nor an Aim 4s Conainists. 
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Vlth regard to the Congress of American Revolutionary Writer* 
which created the League of American Writers, It should "be pointed out 
that this Is one of the organisation* which was declared subversive by the 
Attorney General In that it came within the purr-lev of Public Law 135 of 
the 77th Congress which wrf superseded by Public Law 644 of the 77th Congress. 

The United Progressive Hews of September 21, 1976, reflects that 
some 25 writers attended the first local (Los Angeles and Hollywood) meeting 
of the League of American Writers on Sunday r.ight and that included in thie 
group was V. J. Jerome (true name Isaac Romaine) f The United Progressive Sews 
is a defunct weekley paper, formerly distributed In Los Angeles. A known 
Communist, Ellenore Bogiglan, aka, Jllenoro Abowiti was one of seven members of 
the paper's staff in 1936. Fy thfc way of Identification, it should he pointed 
out that V. J. Jerome is one of the leading theoreticians of the Communist 
Party now holding the position of Associate Editor of the monthly theoretical 
organ of the Communist Party, "Political Affairs". 

\The Daily Worker of September 23, 1933, contained an article by 
V. J. Jerome entitled "Kan, Lenin and Stalin on the Role of the Communist 
Party". Comments by Jerome in the conclusion of this article are as follows: 

"And oa our own celebration day of the 14th anniversary of our 
Party's founding, we must bear in nin<J that our Party lias as its 
guide to action the teaching of Marx, Lenin and Stalin embodied 
in the program of the Communist International, '^e must realize 
that our central task is to win over the raj or it y of the working 
class." 




}n considerable information conecfd Dy 
^oncoming th« Conmirist Party's activities 
in Lbs Angeles ana Hollywood, stated that in 1934 there were actually only 
35 or 40 Communist members in Hollywood connected with thw motion picture 
industry. Ho stated they were attached to the Los Angeles Section of the 
Communist Party. However, he related that in 1935, T". J. Jerome, identified 
above, came to Hollywood from New York in an effort to organize Communist 
Party units in Hollywood among the writers, producers and actors. 



'ormatlon s^t ont heretofore in this 

;f the Los Angeles Office, 
f munist activities in the Los 




In substantiating the ij 
section, Confidential Informant 
who has amassed considerable data concj 
Angeles area and who I s at present an' 
■■^H^^HH^^B^VCozpany , tnai^ne 

SoTio^picTure^naustry gained impetus through such organisations as the 
League of American '/riters, the American writers Congress and the League 
Against war and Fascism, all of which were Communist front groups. He also 
related that V. J. Jerome, the Communist theoretician, caa# to Bollywood 
in 1935. 
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Tormer Confidential Informant ^LH*fl^^^^^^p° f th* Loa 

Office, Who ! ■ a reared T.oa ^flgalga pMlceofffE^^n^Tarnar^ 

related TESTlr. J. 

i In ly^D, came to Hollywood and set up, in the motion picture lndustrj, 
Communist branches* 

John L. Leach, who in 1934 was the organizational Secretary of 
the Communist Party in Los Angeles County, testified before a Los Angeles 
County Grand Jury on August 14, 1940, at which time he stated that V. J. 
Jerome (Victor Jerome, true name Isaac Homaine) was sent to Hollywood in the 
latter part of 1935 by the Communist Party Central Committee) Hew York, to 
improve cultural work, taking over these duties from Stanley Lawrence. 
Leech stated that T. J. Jerome helped organize study clubs and coordinated 
Party work between Hollywood and downtown Communist sections* Leech related 
that Jerome brought John Howard Law son (Communist screen writer) to Holly- 
wood* In beech's testimony, he also made the remark that Jerome had the 
aid of Jeff Kibre, labor leader whom he identified as a Communist* Leech 
stated that in the latter part of 1935 Jerome formulated plans to establish 
an underground Communist unit among the film elite* All dues and contri- 
butions a* well as reports were to go dir ectly to Na tional Cormvunist Party 
Headquarters in New York City* Informant (^■■^B of the Los Angeles 
Office, previously identified in this sectTo^^Hated that Jerome secured 
the aid of Nora and George Hellgren In Hollywood. Nora and George Hellgren 
are identified in this section as Communists* He stated that Jerome utilized 
Nora Hellgren in connection with the Communist plan to set uo branches in the 
motion picture industry in the, Ho llywood area. This information was also 
substantiated by Informantfl^^^who related that Hellgren did most of the 
"leg work" including the riH^lg of errands and collecting of dues for Jeroce» 
He also related that Jeff Kibre was at that time closely associated with 
V. J* Jerome. 

Informant wMb^b^L^bb^b^b^b^H^ * ne Lo8 An & e ^ ea Office related 
that in the Spring o^l935 whfTenewlsa member of the Communist Party, 
direct orders came down from the top structure of the Communist Party, U.S.A. 
to all units in the Los Angeles Area instructing them to intensify and 
concentrate their activities in Hollywood and the motion picture industry. 
The directive emphasized the fact that Communists must try to capture the 
labor unions and pointed out If this were done, the unions could be of tre- 
mendous service in influencing the type of picture produced. The directive 
also contained a specific call to the Communists requesting them to concen- 
trate on the so-called intellectual groups in Hollywood which are composed 
of directors, writers, artists, actors and actresses and the highly paid 
technicians* 
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w __ ie ujmmunist Party 1*0 is at present acting 

„ ^. _ Joraant "ofthe New York Office, has related that one of the objective* 
of the Coramuni st Party Airing the period of his membership (1935 to 1945) 
was to infiltrate themotionjDicture industry. He related that from the time 
of his assignment^HHHIHBV in 1935, there was a very definite 
emphasis placed onTh^iiscussionsand activities of the Party leaders on the 
program of establishing and strengthening Communist Influence in Hollywood 
and penetrating the motion ifcture industry ideologically. He stated that 
the national officers of the Communist Party looked upon this program as 
being very important and considered it as an excellent means of molding and 
influencing public opinion, stated that the Communists 1 interests 

in the motion picture industr^were not entirely divorced from other interests 
on the '.Test Coast. Pie stated, for example, that there was a sort of link 
between the activities of Harry Bridges and Wea^joast shipping and the 
Communist infiltration program in Hollywood. S^^^tated Bridges was well 
acquainted with the Hollywood producers and witnTffly of the "Hollywood 
crowd". He stated that they helped each other to their mutual advantage. He 
also recalls that the Coauiunist infiltration of the motion picture Industry 
was definitely on the agenda when former Comuunist Party leaders and the 
current national leader, William 2, Foster, visited the 7/est Coast and parti- 
cularly the Los Angeles area. 



In September, 1939, the Ios Angeles County Communist Tarty published 
a pamphlet portraying the 20 year history of the Communist Party in Los 
Angeles County. The pamphlet is known under the title "Two Decades of Progress". 
Its reference to Hollywood and cultural groups reflects that members had in 
early years penetrated cultural groups and various theater groups. In 1939, 
the geographical organization of the Communist Party in Hollywood was based 
on street units and not industrial units. Uembera belonged to the units in 
their respective neighborhood and not units pertaining to industry. The 
publication listed 2 studio units in 1939, namely the Culver City Studios 
Branch with Frank Oats as President, and the Hollywood Studios Branch with 
laiton Henry as President, both attached to the 15th Congressional District 
Section of the Communist Party. Ih 1939, the Ios Angeles County Communist 
Party was organised ty branches and sections under a geographical division 
similar to the political assembly and congressional district respectively. 
"2 Decades of Progress" in 1939 quotes QhLI freed, President of the East 
Branch of the ^onumni ct Party as stating 1 

"Our Party has either Initiated or assisted in struggles, for 
better housing, progressive election victories, and the union- 
ization of Hollywood." 
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The EM* Branch, according to this history, was than « unit of the 
15th Congreaaional District Communist Party Section, an area covering 
Hollywood Boulevard between Fairfax and Hoover Streets. 

Confidential InforaantflH^^HBat&ted that sometime 
following the period diring whicn^^flWW^^BBf Cagney was the subject 
of mch publicity as being czlxed up in Communist activity (1940), 7. J. 
Jerome made a trip to the West Coast at which time he spent approximately 
six weeks in Hollywood for the purpose of straightening out the situation 
there. Jerome reorganized the Hollywood Branch of the Communist Party 
separating top ranking stars and big name personalities. ^^^H^spedfically 
recalled Jerome's having told him of a change that had beeflffle in the 
handling of money co icing In from the Comnunist Party of Hollywood whereby 
the "center" (Comninist Party National Headquarters) took over the collec- 
tion of funds from that area. This step was taken because it was felt 
that the ffest Coast was receiving too large a share of money coming in 
from Hollywood. 

According to ^^^Hf included in the general plans of infiltra- 
tion of the motion pictJrre^naiistry were various schemes to capture labor 
unions, Influence management, make friends among the company executives 
and to penetrate the so-called intellectual groups. He stated by mobilizing 
the Comnunist Party back of a particular picture which was to the liking of 
the Communists, management was put on notice that it could expect tremendous 
support from the Communist Party in an effort to make the picture a success. 

^^^^J referred to the motion picture actor, Lionel Stander, as 
having been a most active Co main 1st leader in the Hollywood professional 
set and to the fact that Stander was very difficult to handle because he 
was too Leftist. In referring to Jerome* s visit to Hollywood he stated 
that Jerome conferred with leaders among the professional set including 
Stander, Edward G. Robinson and Frederic March. 




'elated that the first real impetus to the infiltration of 

the motion pictilre industry, was the sending of John Jtoward Laws on to tolly- 
wood in 1941 or earlier. He stated that Lawson, who was already a fairly 
successful playwright, was sent for the specific purpose of doing Party 
work. He related that at the time Lawson left New York he was a member of 
the Communist Party. He stated that he was sure Lawson was one of the 
keys to the whole situation and was sent to Hollywood by Comnunist Party 
officials in Mew York for the specific purpose of getting things organized 
there and promottng the Comnunist Party's influence in the motion picture 
Industry. flHBt re called that following Lawson 1 a arrival la Hollywood 
almost any uomminist who could write would be sent by the national office 
to be put under Lawson* s wing. In this connection, it should be pointed out 
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that Uwson vma the first President of the Screen Writers (Xiild whic^^^ 
diacuaaed In fprutar detail in another aaction of this aeaorenonn. 
related that Iawson had the Part/ and hia authors "just ao long aa Way 
had at laaat written a book" , because ha could taka eara of tbaa and 
thereby would be helping the Party. Ha related that Leweon*s efforts vers 
■oat successful* Among the writers who were •act out to Hollywood under 
this prograa were Albert Malta, AlYah Bessie, Dalton Truabo, Michael 
BLankfort and other* wboae names he could not recall* 




noted 

— present tine nanna Staler is in Hollywood and has been one of the 
subjects of the Ita -American Activities Committee's InTastigation into Com- 
munist activity in -the notion picture inciistry. 




and that 

part in the prograa* 



•man and Hobert Read. 



advised that Barman was the head of the Cultural Committee 
n constant contact with Hollywood and played an important 




November 15, 1941, former Confidential Informant 
_ k of the Chicago Office advised that the Communist Party was in 
ie process of realigning its districts through* the Ifcited States as wall 
aa reorganising ita structural set up. He stated that District 13 was to 
fcwludeall of the States of California and of Nevada. According to 
■HUB it was to hare centralized offices in San Francisco and In 
i>os angeies. The San Francisco Of fl.ee was to be headed by Steve Nelson, 
further Betty Gannett was to be the Organisational Sscretary of District 13 
with John Howard Lswaon aid Herbert Blberaan in control of organisational 
work in the Hollywood area* 



was 



Confidential Info 
.Informant 
and forme 




s Angeles 

lant 



from the Ccmaunist Party in 19U, 
J alee County Comnuniat Party* penetration into the notion picture industry 
Lor to the formation of the Northwest Section in 1942 mas Jagnrtent only 
pertained to nominal employe ee within the studios. They raljted that ba- 
re** the years 1935 and $42 th* Jurisdiction over film lualaallee and wrltera 
waa under the Juriediotion of the Maw lode Communist party hsm^puarters or the 
& strict 13 Ooaaunlet Party headquarters at Sen Prancieco. Qonaeouantly the 
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proof of Connainiat Party membership of important Hollywood personages 
vu n ot available or known to the Los Angela* County Connainiat Party 
functionaries. 



D. Structural Development of the Communist Party in Hollywood 



Following the rearrangement effected by V. J. Jerome and the 

appointment of Herbert Biberman and John Howard Lawaon to executive posi- 
tions in the Communist Party, Hollywood Section, the " 1 n -- 1, 
again reorganized in about 1942. Accoj 



Communis 



amass< 



con: 



.nfo; 



livities in Hollywood, this re- 



organization was effected through the establishment of the Northwest Section 
of the Com mon! st Party in Los Angeles* It wasn't until this time, according 
toVl^fc that the Loa Angeles County Communist Partyhad jurisdiction over 
impoRfflP Common! st s in Hollywood. According tofl|^fe this new section was 
to encompass all Communist Party members in Holljn^^^^ncluding the Communists 
in the motion picture and radio industries. 



Through a most highly reliable but very delicate source, it was 
ascertained that the Northwest Section was under the leadership of the 
following individuals known as the Section Executive Committee l 



John Howard Lawson 
Waldo Salt 

Margaret Bennett Wills 
Louis Harris 



Elizabeth Leach, also known as 

Elizabeth Benson and Elizabeth Glenn 
Uischa Altman 
U. W. (Bill) Jbmerance 



With the exception of Elisabeth Leach, all of the individuals 
listed above are identified in this section as Comounists. On February 26, 



1943, 
Office 




Lary 
by Informant 



Confidential Informant of the los Angeles 

it she was Organizer for the Northwest 
5 per month. According to the flHHLnmn^ 

on John Howard Lawson, she receTvecrauLS^ 

Coamuiist screen writer. Thjai nformation was ve rified 

f the^BtatHalBlBHBlBHHBlHBlBteos Angeles. 




Through this same extremely confidential but most delicate source, 

it was ascertains d Airing 1943 and 1944 that the Northwest Section was broken 
£ down into industrial branches including a writers 1 branch, community, radio, 

cartoonists, actors, reader a, screen office employees guild branch and numerous 
' other branches. However, in December, 1944, John Williamson, at that time 

national Secretary of the Communist Political Assoc iation, viai ted Los Ani 

and conferred with local Communist leaders. 
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was ascertained uiai* miy ui une suoject.3 oiscuss< 
tion of the Communist Political Association along the community lines in 
place of the previous industrial branch setup* Daring the discussion, 
Williamson was asked what should be done with people such as union leaders, 
professional people and notion picture industry people since they could 
not afford to become active in community clubs and probably would refuse 
to do so, Williamson ruled that exceptions had to be made in cases of this 
type and that for their bookkeeping purposes, they should be attached to 
an Assembly District Community Club but permitted to meet separately and have 
their* own club. 

In January, 1945. it was a scertained through* 

Elizabeth leach that she was in the 

irTe~iunctionaries of the Party and through them the 
membership^of the Northwest Section, advising them that the section setup 
was to be disbanded and new cultural groups were to be formed. During 
this reorganization, accor ding to inf orjiation received from a most reliab] 
but vfiry__delicate 





le ouu members or the wortnwesT. Section 01 trie Communist 
Party were transferred to community groups and the remaining 300 were 
assigned to cultural clubs* Through a most reliable but very delicate 
source, it was ascertained that at the time the new cultural groups were 
formed in January, 1945, the old Section Executive Committee *as replaced by 
the Motion Picture and Hadio Coonission. The names for this new commission, 
according to this source, were submitted to Carl '"inter, Chairman of the 
Communist Political Association in that area, for approval. Although the 
full name of each of these individuals was not set out, an identification was 
effected by Agents of the Los Angeles Office who were familiar with the 
Comainist Party setup in the Hollywood area at that time. 

The following names are believed to have been selected and 
submitted for approval to Carl flint er: 



John toward Lawson 
BUI Pomerance 
Pauline I*uber 
Madeleine Ruthven 
George W&lner 
Georgia Backus 
Bernie Lusher 
Waldo Salt 



George Pepper 
Nerval Crutcher 
ttlscha Ait man 
Hex Ingram 
Sam Moore 
Margaret Bennett 
Si Smith 
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All of the abort listed individuals with the ex caption of Madeleine 

Bathven are identified In this section of the memorandum as Communists. 
With regard to ftithven, it should be pointed out she was a former Organizer 
of the Communist Part/ and close associate of Coauainist Party functionaries 
in the Los Angeles area. 



^ comber, 1945 > it was ascertained that she no longer intended to Keep 
her position as the Organizer of the Hollywood Section of the Communist 
Party, whereupon information was received through this source that John 
Stapp was made the Organizer. 



following the appointment of Stapp, 




Confidential Info man 

eles Office and _ 
rela 
ed into 



lated 



three sub-sections, namely] 

Community Sub -Section 
Industrial Sub-Section 
Cultural •Sub-Section 




Information as to this reorganization wj 

Confid< 
who is 
of the 

broken down as follows t 

The Coanunity Sub-Section contained people living in the 
Hollywood area not employed in the motion picture or 
radio industries. 

The Industrial Sub-Section included individuals employed 
in the motion picture and radio industries on a labor or 
craft basis, holding positions from that of Assistant 
Director down* 

The Cultural Sub-Section was to include the cultural people employed 
in the motion picture and radio industries, holding positions 
comparable to that of Director on up, such as writers, producers, 
and actors* 



follows t 



According to this source, each sub-section had an Organiser as 
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Community Sub-Section 
Industrial Sub-Section 
Cultural Sub-Section 



Informant 31 

Organizer, works full time as a Party 
the action picture indistry. 




SLd Share 
Paul Perlln 
Waldo Salt 



related that John Stapp, the Section 
ctionary and is not employed in 



Sid Share, Organizer of the Conunnity Sub-Section is unemployed 
according to these sourcesbecause of poor eyesight. With regard to this 
Sub-Section, Informant IHHv related that plans were under way to dis- 
band it and consolidate i^fith the Industrial Sub-Section. 



Paul Perlln, Organizer of the In di atrial Sub-Section, was 
employed for several years as a grip at the Universal Pictures Corporation 
until he went out on strike* 

Waldo Salt, Organizer of the Cultural Sub-Section, is a Screen 
writer under contract to RKQ Studios, 

2hf ormantflflHHKrelated in June, 1946, that the controlling 
body for the Hollywoo^Section was known as the Section Executive Committee 
and was made up of the Sub-Section officers, the Chairman of each of the 
20 clubs in the Sub-Section and 1 additional delegate from each club. 

According to Confidential Informant 

the Los Angele s Office who holds the position 

of the Comnunist rarty, shop units 

&y have been established at the Universal -International 
Studios, BKO Studios and Metro-Go ldwyn-Mayer Studios. He stated that in 
addition, Paul Perlln, who is the Organizer of the Industrial Sub-Section 
of the Comnunist Party in Hollywood, had advised Ma that an industrial 
branch had been established at the Paramount Studios which has developed^ 
into one of the largest branches of the Industrial Sub-Section. fjHHflF 
also related that he had learned from Dorothy Stein, who formerl^rasthe 
Membership DLrector of the Community Sub-Section of the Hollywood Section 
of the Communist Party, that the Communist Party also had an industrial 
branch at Columbia Studios. This same source related that In an effort 
to revitalize the Industrial Sub-Section and to provide further for the 
closer cooperation between the Community and Industrial Sub-Sections, these 
2 groups were consolidated In June, 1947. 




According t 
Section are as follows 




the new officers of the consolidated Sub- 
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Paul Perlin 
Dorothy Forrest 
Dorothy Rivers 
Helmer Bergman 
Jack Flyer 
Jack Sniff en 
Nbum Light 



Organizer 

Organizational Secretary 
Membership Director 
Educational Direct or 
Literature QL rector 
Press Director 
Financial Director 



Accordin^totheseao^ces^aswell as a most reliable and very 

delicate sour ce ^II^EIlEtt^KtHttF snrfe ^- anc * s ' j0nn toward 
Lawaon, E-izabet^TeSnuTerH^Ecnonnstapp, in carrying on the work of 
the Northwest Section and, as it is known today, the Hollywood Section of 
the Los Angeles County Comnunist Party, maintained contact with the 
Headquarters of the Los Angeles County Comnunist Party. 



On June 13, 1947, Henry Winston, National Organizational Secretary 
of the Communist Party, USA, was in Los Ang eles. C alifornia, and on that 
occasion, according to information 




entire country and that one person mist be 
Section to the National Office. He 
Stapp, the Hollywood Section Organize 




s cussed 
was important to the 
hie for the Hollywood 
person should be John 



InformantHB^^^^^HH^pmLiVestimatea tne membership of the 
Hollywood Section atTBeT^B^ime at approximately 900 persons. Of this 
number, the Party records >fidlcate approximately 600 are employed In the 
motion picture and radio industries. Of the 600, it has been verified that 
approximately 300 are actually employed in the motion picture industry 
today. 



B. Communist Party Membership in Hollywood 

The Communist Party in the Hollywood Motion Picture area has developed 
an organized body, particularly among the unions and cultural organizations. 
There are at the present time 520 Individuals In Hollywood who are or have been 
identified as Co onanist a. These individuals are either connected with the 
Hollywood motion picture iridiatry or the Hollywood radio indistry. 

There is set out hereinafter • list of these individuals who are 
or have been identified a3_J^pjminiai^in-_HQllvwood. In* Ang«l— pa id Tn. 

B^^P^WDia ' mi 1st Party in Hollywood, stated tS t the vo cumin Is* 

Party Oiltural and Industrial Sub-Sections are composed of individuals 
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employed either in the motion picture industry or the radio industry. This 
list will contain the names of the Individuals identified as communists, 
their occupation and whether or not this occupation has been verified. The 
first 6 columns will reflect the dates on which the individuals listed were 
identified by a most reliable but very confidential source as Communists in 
that they were members of the Communist Party or the Communist Political 
Association. A brief paragraph explaining each of these columns is being 
set out prior to the list in order to fully describe the information set 
out in the list of individuals identified as Communists. 

I. Member Communist Political Association, August 31, 1944 

An "X" will appear on the list under Roman Numeral I when the 
individual was Identified as a member of the Communist Political Association 
on August 31, 1944. This information was obtained from a most reliable but 
very delicate source who related that the individuals listed were members of 
the Northwest Section (Cultural Section) of the Comnunist Political Associa- 
tion as of August 31, 1944. This source provided, in addition to the 
individuals named, the 1943 or 1944 Communist Party, USA, membership book 
number or the Communist Political Association, USA, membership book number 
issued to the individual. 

II. Membership Communist Fblltical Association, January 8, 1945 

Under the column headed Koman Numeral II an "I" will appear when 
, the individual was identified as a member of the Northwest Section of the 
Communist Political Association in Hollywood, California, as of January 8, 
1945. This identification was effected through the same most reliable but 
very delicate source. 

HI. Membership Communist Political Association, January 16, 1945 

In the column headed Reman Numeral HI, an "X" will appear follow- 
ing the names of the individuals who were identified as members of the 
Communist Political Association in Hollywood, California, on January 16, 
1945* This identification was also effected through the same most reliable 
but very delicate source. 

On this occasion this source provided the final lists of assign- 
ments to the various cultural groups in the Hollywood area. In addition, 
this source provided the names of the functionaries and the club breakdown 
of the cultural people in the Communist Party in Hollywood. Xt also established 
membership in the Communist Political Association and set forth a lengthy 
list of new Communist Party recruits. This source, in addition, provided the 
1944 Communist Political Association membership cards. 



IV* Ibmbcrship Communist political Association, February 26, V?h5 

Under this coluim, captioned "IV", an "X" vdll appear folloninc the 
names or individuals who have been identified as rombcrs of the CoLinunist 
political Association on February 26, l?li?» in Hollywood, California. TIda 
identification vras also effected tlirov^h this yaue n^st reliable but very 
delicate source. This source provided tho 19hy Concrunist Political Associa- 
tion mernbersliip card nunber. In addition, the sovrce also provided the \%$ 
registration cards vjhich reflocted the bacl^round on the individuals including 
address, sex, occupation, district wliore employed, union affiliation, and 
Trhother tho individual subscribed to the "Daily People's TTorld", ~ost Coast 
CoiiTiunist publication. 

V. Uenbership Co;ir.nuii3t Party, USA., ::ovcnber 19, l?h$ 

As you Tri.ll recall, the Communis t Political Association v.-as dis- 
solved in\the suraracr of l$h$ and subsequently the Coinnunist Party, U5A, 
undertook tlio project of rc^isterinc its nember3 under the reconstituted 
Conr-iunict Party. Therefore, under tlio coluim captioned "V", an "X" rail 
appear f ollav.-in£ the nanes of tiic individuals \A\o rrere identified as ncubers 
of the Cor.^tunict party in Los Angeles or Hollywood, California, as of 
November 19, l?l£. Tids identification v;ac a^ain effected tliroujjh tliis 
same r.iost reliable but very delicate source of :'nf orration. 

Tliis source :\ndicated that on tliis occasion, due to «ic reconstituted 
Connunist Party's security consciousness, the registration cards rrorc less 
suscoptible to identification. In sorae instances tho club had actually cut 
out the section containing the dauber* s nane. Othor clubs Iiad indicated the 
person 1 s nar.ie by a nusber and numbered ttora in sequence. Other clubs had 
also inserted initials vrhich appeared to bo false. Ilovrcvcr, according bo tJiis 
source, there wore lists of naiiics rivinj the first nai.io and last initial 
accompanying oach ^roup of registration cards. As a result, it vras possible 
to ascertain the probable identities of a substantial munbor of individuals 
registered at that tine* 

VI. Iloraborslii;-! in tiio Conmun-lct Party, U3A, Lay 2g, 19U7 

An "X" idll appear under the caption "VI" folloninc the nano of 
an individual rrho lias been identified a3 a member of the Coiurcunlst Party in 
Hollywood affiliated vrith tho motion picture or radio industries as of 
Ifcy 2$ t 19k7» Thi3 iuaitification was ef fee 'tod by another iiost reliable 
but very delicate source of information* 

VII. Occupation 

Under column "VH", the occupation of most of the Connunists identified 
in Columns I tlirouch 71 is set out. It should be pointed out Uiat tliis occupation 
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has been ascertained ty Agents of the Los Angeles Office ly contacting respon- 
sible officials in the film industry, reliable sources in the various studio 
unions and guilds, confidential Informants and Hollywood periodicals and 
publications* 

VIII. Occupation as verified by investigation — July 21^ucust 6, 1947 

Unless otherwise indicated in Column VIII, the occupation of the 
individual Comnunists has been verified Agents of the Los *ngeles Office 
through investigation between July 21 and August 6, 1947. In this connec- 
tion, it should be pointed out that employment in the motion picture crafts, Guilds 
and unions is of a floating nature. Workers are transferred amonc studios at 
the discretion of the unions in many instances, i'he average motion picture 
takes approximately 3 months to make and the unions attempt to keep their 
personnel active which requires a certain amount of transferring. 

,Jt should also be pointed out that the Conference of Studio Unions, 
comprising a number of the crafts and unions, is currently on strike and none 
of the members of these unions are actually presently employed in the industry. 
However, their names have been set out in this list and their occupations 
indicated as well as their employment verified at their former place of employ- 
ment in view of the fact that they will resume work in the industry following 
the end of this strike. In specific instances, it will be noted that a certain 
date is set, out instead of an "X" under this colunn. In those instances, the 
information was obtained from a Credit Bureau or other source and reflects the 
last date that the records indicated the individual was employed in the listed 
occupation in the motion picture industry. It should also be pointed out that 
if an individual carries a union or guild card and is in good standing with his 
union, he is considered as an active employee of the motion picture industry. 
In some instances, union records have indicated that these individuals have 
been suspended or are delinquent. <iuite frequently a person in this classifi- 
cation will, by paying up his dues, become active in the entertainment field. 

The Los *ngeles Office is continuinn its investigation to verily 
the employment of all individuals reported as Communists. ffowever, due to 
the fact that a great number of the names are common names, difficulty has 
been encountered in determining exactly which ones are the Communists. Also, 
it must be considered that some of the names obtained through this most 
reliable but very delicate source may have been Party names which will cause 
the verification of eirployment to be a much more difficult job. 

In specific instances, it will be noted that certain Individuals 
whose names are set out on tiiis list, have been identified as members of the 
Qamninis^Partyor Communists by reliable confidential informants such as 
VHHHIi^HBI In this instance no "I" will appear under oQlunns I through 
v^cut rather , following the individual name, the name of tbv informant will 
appear and the year in which he identified the Individual as a Communist, will 
be set out. 
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Adams, Alice 1 



Adams . Charlotte- 












X 


Movie Painter 




i Hants John 












X 


Motion Pic- 
ture Photo- 
grapher 




idler. TjiT T_n _ aka 
Lulla Rosenfield 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Actress 




Albert, Doris 


X 




X 


X 


X 




Musician 


X 


Albert, San 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Musician 


X 


Alexander, Muriel 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Actress 




AUand, Bill 












X 


Film Director 




Allen, Dede 










X 








Altman, MLscha 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Musician 


X 


Ames, Bobert 












X 


Prop maker 




Anderson, Charles 












X 


Projectionist 




Atkins, Frances 












X 


Actress 




Atlas, Dorothy 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Writer 


X 


Atlas, Leopold 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 


X 


Aubrey, Will 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Actor 




Juarbach, Leonard 












X 


Actor 




Babb, Dorothy 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


Writer 




Babb, Sonora 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 
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8/31/44 1/8/45 1A6/45 2/26/45 H/L9/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verl0 
Backus, Georgia, ate 
Mrs. Hsrman Alax- 

ander XIX X X Actress X 


Barzman, Ben 


X 


I 


X X X 


Writer 


X 


Barxaan, Noma 


X 


I 


X X I 


Writer 


X 


Bass, Phil 








X Musician, 
AFL 


X 


Baumfeld, Frances 


X 




X 


I Analyst 


X 


Beard, Cecil v . 


X 




X 


I Artist 


X 


Beck, George 


X 


I 


X X 


Writer 


I 


Bela, Nicholas 


X 


I 


X X 


Writer 


X 


Benedict, Les (Len) 








X Secretary - 

Motion pictures 


Bengal, Ben 


X 


X 


X X 


Writer 


I 


Benoff, Mac 


X 




X 


Writer 


I 


Bercovici, Frances 




X 


XXX 


Writer 


X 


Bercovid, Leonardo 




X 


XXI 


Writer 


X 


Bergman, H el mar 








I Electrician 


X 


Berkeley, Martin 


X 


X 


X X 


Writer 


X 


Berkman, Korria 








I Fainter 




Bemardi, Harold 








X Actor 




Bern son, George 






XIX 


Actor 


X 


Berry, Gladys 


X 


X 


X X 






Berry, Jack 


I 


X 


X X 


Director 


X 
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Bessie, jU-vah 

Bessie, Helen 

Beverly, Helen, aka 
Helen Cobb 

Beyea, Franklyn 

BLberman, Bdward 

Biberman, Herbert 

Billings, Harry 

Birnkrant, Arthur 
Birquist, Lillian 
HLaine, George 

BLair, Vary 
HLake, Barbara 
Blake, jfelissa 
Blake, William 

BLan chard, Robert 
HLanco, Leo 
aUnkfort, Henry 
HUnkfort, ia.chael 
BLobena, Louise 



I IX III IV V 

8/31/U 1/8/45 1/W45 2/26/45 11/19/45 



VI 



VII 



VIH 



X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 



X 
X 



X 

X 



X X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 

L947) 



X 

X 



X 
X 



5/25 /47 Occupation Verification 
Writer X 

Actress 

Actress X 

X Machinist X 

Artist X 

Writer, 
Director, 
Producer X 

X Pi la Tech- 
nician X 

Writer 

Writer X 

X Technicolor 

Studios X 

X AP tress 

X 

X 

X Film tech- 
nician X 

Screen Cartoonist 

Technicolor X 

Writer X 

writer 



X 
X 
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Block, Kaloan 

Blowiti, Bill 
(William F.) 



Bohnen, Roman 

Bollory, Jam* 

Bordages, Asa X 

Boroti, Allen X 

Boxer, Herman X 

Brackenrush, Louis 

Bran, Phoebe, aka 
Phoebe Carnovsky X 

Brandt, Janet 

Brandt, Louis 

Braun, Irwin X 

Bridges, Dorothy X 

Bridges, Lloyd X 

Brodine, Russell 

Bromberg, Joseph X 

Bronson, Walter 

Browda, Maurice, 
aka Morris Browda 

Brown, Virginia X 



I n 
S/31/U 1/8/45 
X 

X X 
X X 



in iv v vi vn viii 

1/16/45 2/26/45 11/19/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verificatto 



X 
X 



X 

X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



Musician 

Writer- 
Publicist X 

Actor X 



Writer X 

Writer- 
Producer X 
Writer X 



Actress 



Ass't. 

Director 7-1-46 

Free lance 

Writer 7-2-45 

Actress 

Actor X 

Musician X 

Actor * 



Musician 



( 



J 



Browner, Selma 
Buchman, Harold X 
Buchnan, Sidney 

Bunin, Lew 

Barns, Jessie X 

Burrows, Abraham X 
Burton, Frank 
Burton, Val 

Butler, HucP 1 
Butler, Jean X 
Byrd, Millie B. 
Cameron, Russell 
Carnovsly, Iforris X 
Caro, Jacobina X 

Carter, George 

Caruib, Mickey 

Casetta, Mail a 

Cass on, April 

CMtellano, Edward 

Quaberlain, Howard 
a ka Howland Chamberlain 



bA/44 l/V ?A6/45 njw/tf 5%/* Option Vacation 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 

X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 

z 

X 



Writer 

producer- 
Writer 

producer 

Writer it 
Analyst 

Writer 

Writer 

Writer 

Writer 

Actress 



Actor 

Dance 
Instructor 



Electri dan 



Bookkeeper 



Actor 



X 

12-16-43 



X 

X 




/ > 1 'pf 



V. 



J 



• ■ 

Chandler, Jerry 


i ii n i iv v vi vii vm 

8/31/44 1/8/45 1A6A5 2/26/45 K/19/4S 5/25/47 Occupation Verilic 


Chanin, Qerry, aka 
Gerry Schlein 


X 


X X 








Chapman, C la rise 


X 


X x 








Chapman, Thomas 


X 


X x 




Writer 




Chassan, ULrlam 






X 


Musician 


X 


Child, Nellise 






X 






Christlieb, Don-- 


X 


XX X 




lAisician 


X 


Clark, Angela 






X 


Actress 




Clark, iiaurice 


-X 


XX x X 




Writer 




Clarke, David G. 






X 


Actor- 
Student 


X 


Clayton, Roger 






X 






Cobb,. Lee J. 


X 


V 
A 




Actor 


X 


Cohen, Ralph 






X 


Electrician 


X 


Coke, Dal ton T. 






X 






Cole, Beatrice 






X 






Cole, Boyd S. 






X 






Cole, Lester 


X 


XX X X 




Writer 


X 


Coles, Nat 




X X 








Oollins, Linda, aka X 
Mrs. Richard Collins 


XX X 




Actress 


X 



Stage name Dorothy 
Co sin go re 
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Collins, Richard Joy X * X X X 

Oollis, James XXX X X 

Col sen, Martha 

Compinsky, Dorothy 

Compinsky, Manuel 

Coodley, Ted 



VI VII vm 

5/25/47 Occupation VeriflcaUon 
Writer 



X 
X 



Corey, George 

Crutcher, Uorval D. 

Dagget, Charles 

Daigle, Alfred 

Danforth, Helen 

DaSilva, aka 
DeSilva, Howard 

Dassln, Jules 

Davis, Florence 

Davis, Norma 

Davis, Phil 
Davis, SLd 
Decker, Bonnie 
freean, Paul 
Dentfch, Helen 
DeVincent, Micohel J* 



X 

(See Page 



XXX 

of Sunmary Memorandum) 
X X 
X X 



X X 
X 



X 



X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 



Musician 

Uusician 

Uusician 

Make-up 
Artist 

Writer 

Union Official 
Publicist 



X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 



X 

X 



Actor 
Director 



Actress 
RKO Studio 



Actor X 

Film Composer X 

Writer X 

Actor X 
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Diliors, Lina X 
DLnondsteln, liarion 
BUnondstein, Uorton 
Uimsdale, Jfcward X X 
DLx, Harlan 

Biytryk, Edward X 

Drdlik, Frank 

Duignan, Ruth N * 

Eaasan, Paul 

Eastes, Larry 

Eastman, Kary Lou 

Bigley, Leslie (Negro) 

Eldridge, Florence, aka 
Hrs# Frederic Karch (C.I. 

Elf man, San 

ELiscu, Edward X X 

Elliot, Faith X 

Ellis, Uaiy Jo X X 
Ellis, Rayme 
ELwood, Matilda 

ftidore, Guy X X 

Siileld, Cyril x X 



iftislcian 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 




.947) 



X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 



X 
X 



Writer X 

Director X 
Goldwyn Studio X 
Composer X 

Machinist X 



Actress 

Director & 
Writer 

Actress 

Actress 

Actress 

Writer 
Publicist 



J 
J 



I II III 17 V 

S/31/44 1/8/45 V16/45 2/26/45 U/19/45 



ftiglanrier, Margaret X 
Krwin, LeHoy F. Jr. 
Evans, Charles 
Exley, Donald 
Kxley, Ruth 

Jaragob, Elizabeth X X 

Farner, Virginia XXX 
Farmer, Dick 

Feher, Milton XXX 

/either, Walter . 

Yielding, Bruce 

Finn, Pauline Lauber, was* 
Mrs. Aubrey Finn, 

Pauline Lauber XXX 
Firednan, Frances 
Fleishman, Steve X 
Fletcher, Blair 
Foray, June X X 

frank, Anne Kay X X 
Freund, Burton 



VI VII VIII 

5/25/47 Occupation Verification 



Froelich, Anne, aka 
Mrs* Philip Taylor X 

Fuller, Lester X 

Garfield, John 



X 
X 



X 
X 
X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



(C. I 



X 

L947) 



X 
X 
X 
X 
X 



iriter 



X 
X 



8-6-45 



Writer X 
Actreas X 

Musician X 
Cos turner studio X 



Secretary 



Writer 



Actress 



X Unemployed ^ 
Artist X 



Iriter X 
Director 

Actor X 
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Garrett, Betty 

Gerah, Phillip 

Gibson, Julie 
Gilbert, £d 
Gilbert, Frances 
Gilbert, Jody x; 
Glass, Ned 
Goff, Lloyd 
Goldberg, Martha 
Goldblatt, Harriet 
Go lab, Nathan 
Goodwin, Finley 
Gordon, Bernard 
Gordon, Don 
Gordon, Julian 
Gorney, Jay 



Qorosy, Sandra X 
Oottlleb, Endice Shapiro 
Oca**, Lloyd (L«A« Inft. 



i ii in 

8/31/44 1/8/45 1A6A5 
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X 
X 

X 
X 



X 
X 



X X 



X 
X 



X 
X 

X 
X 



X 
X 

X X 



X 
X 



X 
X 

X 
X 



X 

X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



Screen Actors 
Guild X 

Uotion picture 
Agent X 

Actress X 

Designer X 

Actress X 

Actor X 

Actor X 
Musician 

Musician 
Painter 



Writer 

Analyst 

Technician 



X 

6-6-48 

X 
X 
X 



Writer, cost- 
poser, producer, 
lyricist X 



Writer 
Musician 



X 
X 




July, 1947)1 
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X 

X 



Graff, Fred*- X X 

Grain ick, Kax 

Granata, Ecbrard P* 

Grant, David (Pd. Inft. 

Grant, Morton X X 

Grau, Gilbert X X 

Gray, William 

Green, Anna, aka 
Ann Koch X X 

Green, Smice 

Greenberg, Lester 

Greenberg, xtosalie 

Greene, Sidney 

Greenhalgh, Ernest U. 



Grennard, KLliot X X 

Gross, Jennie 

Grumes, Albert (Former Pd- Inft,, LA 
Reliable) 
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t Actor X 



Guilford, Jack 
Alvin 
Be* 

Harper, Annette 
Harris, Louis 



X 
X 
X 
X 
X 



X 

X x 
X X 
X X 
X X 



X 

X 



X 
X 
X 
X 
X 



X 

X 



ltusician 




Los Angeles, 1945) 




1944, 



X 
X 
X 
X 



X 
X 
X 
X 

X 



Writer 
Liu si ci an 



Writer 



Musician X 

Sound Director 
UGU X 

Writer X 

PLlm Technician X 



Wardrobe Dept, 

Actor 

Actor 

Actress 

Actress 

Producer & 
writer 



X 
X 
X 



00 



Helford, Norrls 
Hellgren, George 

Hellgren, Nora 
Herman, Marie 1 
Herta, David 
Hilberman, Libbie 
Holland, Tom -<•-' 
Holaies, ELI en 
Holzer, Herbert & 
Honitrose, D. C. 
Hood, Edward P. 
Home, Victoria 
House, Mary 
Have/, Constance 
Hovey, Serge 
Hovey, Tamara 
Bibley, Claudia 
HuggLns, Roy 
aighes, kerle 
Hughes, R. 
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X 



X 
X 

X 



X 
X 
X 
X 



X 
X 

X 



X 
X 
X 



X 
X 



X 

X 
X 
X 



X 
X 
X 



vii vra 

Occupation Verification 

Executive of 
Movie Credit 
Union X 

Writer 

Writer X 
Writer 

Actor X 



Painter 
Actress 



Ifusician 
ill si ci an 



5-10-46 
X 



X 
X 



Screen cartoonist 
Writer X 
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Idrlss. Rami* 


X 




X 


X 




X 


Musician 




Tneft. Joe 












X 


liisic editor 


X 


Ingram, Rax 


X 


X 


X 


X 




X 


DL recto r- 
Writer-actor 


X 


Indn, Leslie 












X 






Jackson, John 






X 


X 










James, Don 


X 




X 




X 




Writer 


A 


James, 1.1111th 


X 




X 




X 




Writer 


X 


Jampal, ttiriam 












X 


Singer 


X 


Jarrico, Paul 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Writer 


X 


Jarrico, Sylvia 












X 






Jasper, Helen 


X 




X 












Jasper, iiarjorie 












X 






Jones, Keith 












X 






Jones, M. 












X 






Kadish, Ben 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 




Kahn, Gordon 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 


X 


Kast, George 












X 


Musician 


X 


Katz, Helen 




X 


X 


X 










Kaufman, Oliver 












X 






Karan, Chuck 












X 






Kandn, Joanna 




X 


X 


X 




X 


Actress 




Kill! an, Victor 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Actor 


X 



) 
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X X X X Publicist 


Knit, iOuo 


X 


X X X 


X 




Writer 


X 


Kr&snow, Ben 








X 






I**ar, Bill 








X 


Electrician 


X 


lamer, Truman 








X 






lenders, Harry 








X 


Actor 


X 


Iang, David 




X 


X 




Writer 


X 


iArdner, Ring W«,Jr«X 


XXX 


X 




Writer 


X 


lark in, Kathrine 








X 






Iauay, Fhyllss 








X 






Lawson, John Howard X 


XXX 


X 




Writer 


X 


Lawerence, Marc 


X 


XXX 


X 




Actor 


X 


1*9 1 Canada 


X 








Actor 


X 


Lee, Sandra 








X 


film technician X 


Lees, Robert 


X 


XXX 


X 




Writer 


X 


Lehnnan, Eugene B. 






X 


Am* Federation 
of Musicians X 


Lennart, Isobel 


X 


XXX 


X 




Writer 


X 


Lenzen, Miriam 








X 






LM&ner, Herbert 


X 


X X X 






Musician 


X 


Levy, Melvin 


X 


XXX 


X 




Writer 


X 


Lewie, Harvey 








X 







( 
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Lewis, Herbert Clyde 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 


X 


Lflvda . Jay 


x 












Director 




T JI/yvH KhnnMi 




X 


X 


X 


X 




Actor 


X 














X 






I^iriHon. ,Tq a 












x 


Laborer 


x 


Tii sher ; Be ma rd 


X 












Union leader 
















X 






Maes, Simon o 






X 






X 


Analyst 


X 


Mahler, Lillie 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Musician 


X 


Maltz, Albert 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 


X 


JKUUi| nawa 












x 


Technician 




Mann, Winnie 












X 


Actress 


X 


Manof f, Arnold 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


Writer 


X 


Uarch, Frederic 


(Confidential 


Informant^ 




[ 1947) 


Actor 


X 


Uarchionni, Charles 










X 


Lab Techni- 
cian 


X 


Harlow, Brian 


X 


X 


X 


V 

4% 


X 




Writer-Actor 


X 


Mason, Esta 




X 


X 


X 






Actress 




Matt i son, iiathew 












X 


Analyst 


7-29-47 


Mayer, Ray 




X 


X 


X 






Actor 


X 


U**nir. Phvlli* 












X 


Secretary 


X 


McHigh, Kitty 


X 


X 


X 


X 






■ : Actress 


X 


McKenney, Ruth 














Writer 


X 
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McNeil, Allan D. 

McVeigh. Paul 
(UcVey) 

Meadow, Leon 

Meltzer, Saul Louis (A very reliable *t rnost delicate f^W** 
^ * lieltzer was a member of tne Conounist Party in 

Los Angeles in 1943) 



X 
X 



Actor 

Writer 

irted 
n 

Writer 



X 
X 



X 
X 



Mendelssolm, Laf cadio 
Menkes, Gertrude 
Menken, Lawrence 
Mesches, Arnold 
Killer, John 
killer, Patricia 
Miller, Virginia 
Mlllholland, Charles X 
Mlschel, Florence X 
Mischal, Joseph X 

Morgan, Joe (Discontinued paid Informal 

Morley, Hank (Henry) 



X 
X 

X 
X 
X 



Morley , Karen, aka 
Karen Victor 

Moore, Irving 

Moore, Saa 



X X 
X X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



Attorney-filn x 



Actor X 

Actress X 

Writer X 

Analyst X 

Writer X 

1-1946) 

Actor and 
film tech- 
nician X 



Actress 
Writer 



X 
X 
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Myers, Henry 
Moss, Jack 
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Mullen, Virginia 
Murphy, Maurice 

Myers, Al X 
Myers, Barbara X 
Kelson, Ruth X 
Nicholas, Geraldine X 
0* Conner, No man 

Offner, Herbert I 

O'Tlaherty, E. B. 

Oranata, Edward S. 

Orae, Rosemary S. 
(Urae, Rosemary S.) 

Omits, Sam X 

Orszag, Jean, nee 
Jeanette Grossman 

Paige, Clinton 

Palaatky, Alexander 

Paley, Stanley 

Parker, Lillian 

Parks, Larry X 



X 
X 



X 
X 
X 
X 



X X 



X X 



X X 



X X 
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Writer X 

Producer- 
Actor 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 
X 



X 
X 
X 



Actor 



Actress 



Theatrical 
announcer 

Musician 



Writer X 

Secretary X 
Electrician X 
Actor 4-2-47 
Writer X 

Actor X 
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Pathe, Paquerette 
Pederson, Peter 
Peel f fencer 

Pelleti, John Virgil 
Pepper, George 
Perlin, Pail X 
Peters, John 
Philips, Peg© 1 
Phillips, Webster C. 

Pini, Lea 
Pinney, Ted 
place, Kermit 
Polonsly, Abraham 
pomerance, "ffilliam 

Powell, Homer 
Prager, Stanley X 
Pratt, Carolyn 
Preston, Lou 
friTel, Luden 1 



i n hi it v 
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X 



X X 



X 



X 

X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 

X 



Screen 
Cartoonist 

Actor 



X 

X 



Hovie Laborer X ■ 



Writer X 
FTee lance 

Make-up artist 11-19-45 
Writer X 



X 



Writer 

Former Union 
Official, S7G 



Actor X 

Painter X 
Actor X 



I II in iv v 
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Ragsdale, fyron Young 
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X Set Director I 



Ragsdale y Lacalla 7f. 

Rapf , Uaurice X 

Ravetch, Irving 

Reed, Valerie 

Held, Arnold 

Revel, HLaine 

Revere, Anne X 

Reynolds, Jack X 
Richards, Robert L. 
Richardson, Carolyn 
Richardson, lielonie 
Richardson, William L. 
Rinaldo, Frederic D. X 
Rippa, Harry X 
River, Joerney 
River, TT. L. X 
Robeson, Paul 

Roberts, Stanley 



X 
X 



X 
X 
X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1-1947) 



X 
X 



X 
X 
X 
X 



X 

X 



Secretary 

Writer 

Writer 



X 
X 
X 



Actress 

Technician 

Writer 

Actress 

Film Writer 
Technician 



Writer X 

Singer and 
Actor 

Actor 1 s Agent 
Writer X 



Bobineon, Earl X 



Conposer- 
Uusician 



8-2-47 
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Robinson, Edward G. 

Robinson , Jerry 

Ro bison, David X 

RohLson, Naomi 

Rof heart, Leonard Jay 

Kohl, Anita 

Rohl, Dave 

Rolfe, Edward x *' I 

Roma, Margaret 
(Kargrit) 

Romano, Amelia 2 

Romano, Uary 

Rossen, Robert 
Roth, Esther 
Roth, Henry 
Roth, Richard 
Rot stein, Herman 
Rousseau, Louise 
Ruben e, B- 
Rnoteick, Stella 
Rusldn, B. 
Raskin, Shimen 



./u l^^^^j^j^As^ 



x 

X 
X 



X 

X 



X 
X 



X 



X 
X 
X 

X 



X X 



X X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 

X 
X 



vi 7ii vni 

5/25/47 Occupation Verification 
Actor X 

Writer 

Script reader 
X Actress X 
X Electrician X 

X 

X 



Actress-writer X 

Actress X 

Secretary - 
S ere en Readers 
Guild X 

Writer X 

Musician X 

Musician X 



X 
X 



Writer and 
director 
Writer X 



Actress 



Actor 
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Hyan, Ralph 












Sak, Qua 












Salt, Waldo 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Sam el s, Murray 


X 


X 


X 


X 




San dell, Bea 


X 


X 




X 




Sandell, George 




X 


X 


X 




Sanford, John 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


Sanford, Marguerite X 


X 


X 


X 




Saul, Oscar 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Sayliii> Uarcella 












Schaftel, George 






X 


v 
A 




Schneider, Paul 












Schoenfeld, Bernard 








X 


Schuelberg, Virginia 
aka Virginia 
Viertel X 




X 


X 




Schuler, Dorothy 












Schnarta, Zack 












Scott, Adrian 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


Seffinger, 3-ji 












S«L gel, Sanford 












Selio, Leonard 


X 


X 


X 






Sellers, Kay 




X 


X 


X 
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X 



X 



X 
x 



X 
X 



Writer 

Writer 

Musician 

Musician 

Writer 

Writer 

Writer 

Writer 

Writer 

Writer 



Screen 
Cartoonist 

Producer 



Actor 

Musician 

Actress 



X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 



J 



Mrln, Mia 



I XI 

8/31/44 1/8/45 
X 
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X Union official 



Shaw, Ben 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer and 

Assistant Director 


Sherwood, Stanley 












X 






Shore, Wilna 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Irl tar 


X 


Short, Anita 












X 


Musician 




Short* Bob la 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Actor 


X 


Slegel* Sea v- 




X 


X 


X 


X 




Musician 


X 


Slnaona, Mike 












X 


Writer 


X 


Sklar, George 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Writer 


X 


Saith, JLrt 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Actor 


X 


Sal thy Corinna 












X 


Analyst 


X 


Soith, Id, wai 
Israel Malenslqr 


X 


X 


X 






X 


Tila technician 


3n 1th, Harold, aka 

flax oBX VX 


Y 
A 


T 


T 

Je> 


x 


x 


x 


Writer 


X 


Saith, Jaaee 












X 






Smith, Uta 












X 


Ceraalo 
worker 


X 


Salth, Milton 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Writer 




feith, fialpa 












X 


Fainter 




flalf fin, Jana 












X 


Secretary 
Mori* Al% 


X 


flnarder, Mike 












X 


literary 
Dept. 


X 
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Solomon, Jack 
Solomon, Louis 
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Sondergaard, Gale, 
aka Mrs. Herbert 

BLberaan X X a * A 

Sorrell, Herbert K. (Membership in Oomainist Party-1938* 

memo ran dam Page 
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X 

Writer X 



ictress X 

See Summary 

Union Official X 



CrtAn far HaI on U. 


I 




X 










Spencer, rtay N * 


Y 

A 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer X 


5tapp» uom 
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Hollywood Section 
Organizer of 
















CP. x 


Steele, uoro^ny 










X 




Writer X 


Stein, Philip 












X 




Stevenson, Philip 




X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer X 


Stewart, Gordon 












X 




Still man, San 












X 




Stone, George 












X 




Strauss, Theodore 










X 




Hriter X 


Sullivan, Glenda 


X 




X 








Writer 


Taffel, Bess 


X 


X 


■ X 


X 


X 




Writer X 


Tanner, Harry 




X 


X 


X 








Tarcai, Mary 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Actress 


Tixloff, Frank 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




•Writer X 


Thery, Jacques 












X 


Writer X 
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Thcoaa, KUiabeth 
Thomas, George, Jr. X 
Tolina, Natalie 
Towbin, Cyril X 
Townsend, Leo X 
Trabin, Rosabella 

Trabin, Uarlon 

Two, Dorothy 

T rivers, Paul 

Trumbo, Dalton 

Turner, Jeanne 
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X 

X 



X 
X 
X 



X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 
X 



X 
X 



X 

X 



X 
X 
X 



X 
X 
X 



Tut tie, Frank X 

Tut tie, Karen X 
Urban, Paul 

Uris, Michael X XX XX 

Valz (or Vols) » 
Roddie 

Vandermenlen, Harry 

Tan der Kar, Joseph 

Van Erck. Peter (A very reliable but moat delicate source 
van jqra, rrnxmr he irai a member of the CP in Loa Angeles 



Secretary 

Publicist 

Musician 
Writer 



writer 

X 
X 
X 

reported Actor 
in 1944) 



X 
X 



Actress 


X 


Writer 


X 


Writer 


X 


Ass't. Film 




Editor 


X 


Director 


X 


Musician 


X 



Van Sickle, Ruth 



( 
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Villard, Paul 
Vine ant, Mark 
Virgo, Jean 
Virgs* Peter 
Wakestain, 
Walden, Alexander 
Walker, Thelma 
Walper, Norman 
Ware, Eli gene 
Warren, lacy 
Washington, Norma 
Watte, 71 111 am 
Waxman, Leo 
Weber, John, Lire. 
Webster, Sher-aan B. 

WeU, ftlchard 
Welner, Herman 
Weintraub, Al 
Watkins, Hose 
Wexley, John 
Whlte> Isidore 



X 
X 



X 
X 

X 
X 



x 
X 

X 

X 



X 
X 

X 
X 



X 

X 



X 
X 



X 
X 

X 
X 



X 
X 



X 

X 
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Uu si clan X 

Actor X 



Actor 



X 

X 
X 



Musician 



Writer 

Electrician X 

20th Century 

Fox X 

Writer X 

Writer X 

Musician X 

Writer X 

film Techni- 
cian, AFL X 



( 



) 



Whitman, Ernest 

Whitney, Lynn X 

Wilcox, Pamela 

Williams, Bob 

Williams, Frances 

mils, l^rgaret Bennett 
aka Margaret Bennett 

Wilner, George N '' 

Wilner, Tiba Garlin 
Tfrlaon, Alice 
Winchell, Prentiss 
Winters, Bea X 

Wroblevrski, i-ary 

Yaris, Budcjy, now 
acting as George 
Tyne 

Yarrick, ifaria 

Tubtfve, Corrine 

Turden, Clay 

Zeller, David 
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X 



X 
X 



X 



X 
X 
X 



X X 
X 



X 
X 

X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 
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Occupation Verification 
Actor 



Actress 
Actress 
Writer 
Actress 



Union-Front 
official 

Writer's 
Agent 

Writer 



Secretary 
Analyst 



Actor 
Dancer 



X 
X 

X 
X 



X 
X 




( 
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F- Analysis of Preceding List 



As has been indicated, the preceding list reflects all the individuals 
in the motion picture industry or the radio industry in Hollywood, California, 
who are or have been members of the Comnunist Political Association or the Coin- 
mini st Party, USA, according to a most reliable but very delicate source. The 
occupational breakdown of the Communists listed who have been identified and 
their occupations ascertained, Is as follows s 



Actresses 

Actors 

Directors 

Producers 

'.filters 

Publicists 

Musicians 

jRhalysts 

Technicians 

Cameramen 

Film Editors 

iiscellaneous (Cartoonists, 
laborers, office employees, 
artists, etc.) 



45 
47 
15 

127 
5 

42 
9 
12 

3 
1 
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It should be noted that there are 159 individuals on this list whose 
occupations have not as yet been ascertained, A perusal of this list will reflect 
that many common names, which, in some Instances, may be Communist Party names, 
are set out. Identification of these individuals has been :r.ade more difficult 
as the result of the small amount of identifying data available at the source. 
In addition, the constant rotation of places of employment by Hollywood personnel 
has caused additional hardships in effecting identifications. 

ilany of the writers, directors, producers and actor3 are employed in 
more than one capacity; that is, director and writer, writer and producer, etc. 
Consequently, in the occupational breakdown these individuals hav« been listed 
under each of the occupations in which they are engaged. 



G. 



ProiUnent Ibtion Pictures with which some of the Leading Actresses, 
Actors, Producers, Directors and .Vriters identified as Conuainists 
have been connected, according to "1947-43 International Motion 
Picture Almanac H 



Actors 

Bohnen, Romans 



■Vogues of 1938* 
"Of Mice and lin* 
"So aids Our Night" 
"Affairs of Jimmy Valentine 11 
"Grand Central iainier" 
"The Hard «ay* 
"Song of Bemadett e» . 
"The Hitler Gang" 4 o 




'J 



Bridges, Lloyd J 



Carnovsky, Uorrlsi 



"The Lone Volf Takes a Chance" 

"The Royal Counted Patrol" 

"Sun of Davy Crockett" 

"Sing for your Supper" 

"Shut 15y Big *fauth" 

"Blondie Goes to College* 

"I Was a Prisoner on Devil 1 s Island" 

"Canal Zone" 

"Our Tftfe" 

"Tiro Latins from iianhattan" 
"Here Comes I*. Jordan" 
"Three Girls About Toto" 
"Tou Belong to lie" 
"Harmon of Michigan" 
"Cadets on Parade" 
"Harvard, Here I Come" 
"Hello Annapolis" 
"Alias Boston ELackie" 
"Tramp, Tramp, Tramp" 
"Meet the Stewarts" 
"Sweetheart of the Fleet" 
"Flight Lieutenant" 
"Atlantic Convoy" 
"ftiders of the Northland" 
"The Spirit of Stanford" 
"A lean's Torld" 
"The Daring Young Man" 
"Sahara" 
"The Heat's Qi" 
"She's a Soldier Too" 
"Master Race" 
"Saddle Leather Law" 
"Sfcange Confession" 
"A Walk in the Sun" 
"Uiss Susie Slave's" 

"The Ufe of EmUe 2ola« 

"Tovarich" 

"Address Unknovm" 

"Rhapsotfcr in Blue" 

"Edge of Darkness" 

"Our Vines Have Tender Grapea" 

"Cornered" 

"Uiss Susie Slagle's" 
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DaSilTa, Jfoward 



Garfield, Johns 



Hammer, Alvins 



Lawrence, l£arc* 



"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" 
■The Sea Vlblf ■ 
n Iti.no Lives Are Not Enough" 
"I'm Still Alive" 
"The Big Shot" 
"The Omaha Trail" 
"Tonigit We Raid Calais" 
"The Lost Weekend" 
"Duffy »s Tavem" 

"Four Daughters" 

"They Kade *e a Criminal" 

"Juarez" 

"Dust Be l$r Destiny" 
"Saturday's Children" 
"The Sea Wolf" 
"Tortilla EUt" 
"Air Force" 
"Between Two Worlds" 
"Destination Tokyo" 
"Thank Your Uicty Stars" 
"Hollywood Canteen" 
"Nobocty" lives forever" 
"ftimoresque" 

"Greenwich Village" 
"A Walk in the Sun" 
"tt>ll Face" 

"The fabulous Suzanne" 

"White Woman" 
"Little Big Shot" 
"Dr. Socrates. 
"Road Gang" 
"San Quentin" 
"I Am the Law" 
"Tfhile New York Sleeps" 
"Johnny Apollo" 
"Bri^iam Young" 
"The Great Profile" 
"Shepherd of the Hills" 
"Lady Scarf ace" 
"Public Biemles" 
"This Gun for HLre* 
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liurpty", Maurice 
(cont'd.) 



Parks, Larry; 



Prager, Stanleys 



Robinson, Edward G; 



"Romeo and Juliet" 
"The Road Back" 
"Tovarich." 
"Forged Passport" 
"Career" 

"Abe Uncoln in Illinois' 1 
"Wolf of New York" 
"To Be or Not To Be" 
"Smith of *dnnesota" 

"Hystery Ship" 

"Blondie Goes to College" 

"Canal Zone" 

"Harvard, Here I Come" 

"Harmon of Michigan" 

"Three Girls about Town" 

"You Belong to lie" 

"Sing for your Supper" 

"Fligit Lieutenant" 

"Submarine Raider" 

"Atlantic Convoy" 

"Honolulu Lu" 

Hello Annapolis" 

"You Were Never Lovelier" 

"The Baogie Kan mi Get You" 

"A Man's 7/orld' k 

"Power of the Press" 

"Calling All Stars" 

"The Deerslayer" 

"The Racket *an" 

"Black Parachute 1 * 

"Sergeant lake" 

"She's a Sweetheart* 

"Count ev -Attac k" 

"The Jolson Story 11 

"Behind Green Lights" 
"Doll Face" 

"Gentleman Joe Palooka" 
"Do You Love Jel* 

"The Bright Shawl" 
"Xhe Ible in the .Vail" 
"The Widow from Chicago" 
"Little Caesar" 
"The Idol* 
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Rotinson, E.G. 
(cont'd.) 



Van Eyck, Peter t 



"Five Star Final" 

"Snart Ifoney" 

"The Hatchet i<an" 

"Two Seconds" 

"Sliver Dollar* 

"Tiger Shark" 

"The Little Giant" 

"I Loved A Woman" 

"Dark Hazard" 

"The Uan with Two Faces" 

"The Whole Town's Talking" 

"Barbary Coast" 

"Bullets or Ballots" 

"Thunder in the City*' 

"Kid Galahad" 

"The Last Gangster" 

"A Slight Case of Mirder" 

"The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse" 

"I km the Law" 

"Confessions of a ^azi Spy" 

"Blackmail" 

"Dr. Ehrlich's Bullet" 

"Brother Orchid" 

"A Dispatch from Reuter's" 

"The Sea Wolf" 

"ISanpower" 

"Unholy Partners'* 

"Flesh and Fantasy 11 

"Destroyer" 

»Tampico w 

"Double ^Indemnity* 
"Mr. Winkle Goes to War" 
"The Woman in the Window" 
"Our Vines Have Tender Grapes" 
"Scarlet Street" 

"The ttoon is Dawn" 
"Five Graves to Cairo** 
"The Impostor* 
"Address Unknown" 



Actresses 

Collins, Linda, aka "Citizen Kane" 
Mrs. Richard Col- "BLondie Steps Out 11 
lins, Stage name "The Hairy Ape" 
Dorothy Comingore* 

Gibson, Julie* w Tho Feminine Touch** 

"Here We Go Again" 
"Let's Face It" 
"Ringside" 
"The Contender" 
"Hail the Conquering Hero" 
"Freddie Steps Out" 

lie High, Kitty* "Hot Tip" 

"Women Are Trouble" 
"On Again — Off Again" 
"Blonde Trouble" 
n lfy Old Kentucty Home" 
"Broadway Serenade* 
"Grapes of Wrath" 
"Secret Evidence" 
"The Majyiificent Dope* 

Revere, Anne* "Double Door" 

"The Howards of Virginia" 
"Men of Doys Tovm* 
"Remember the Ifcy" 
"Star Spangled Rhythm" 
"The Song of Bernadette" 
"Standing Room Only" 
"Old Acquaintance" 
"National Velvet" 
"Rainbow Island" 
"Keys of the Kingdom" 
"Sunday Dinner for a Soldier" 
"Thin Man Goes Home" 
Don Juan Quilligan" 
"Fallen Angel" 
"Dragonwyck" 

"The blocking Miss Pilgrim" 
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Sonde r ga ax d, Gale 
aka Mrs. Herbert 
Biberman: 



"Anthony Adverse** 
"i^aid of Sftlem" 
"Seventh Heaven" 



"The Ufa of ifinile Zola" 

"Isle of Forgotten Sins" 

"The Strange Death of Adolph Hitler" 

"The Climax" 

"The Invisible Man's Revenge" . 

"Gypsy YJildcat" 

"Christmas Holiday" 

"Ehter Arsene Lupin" 

"Anna and the ^ing of Siam" 

"Life Begins" 
"East of Fifth Avenue" 
"The Woman in Red" 
"Four Hours to Kill" 
"A Night at the Ritz" 
"The Great G&rrick" 
"liaving a V.onderf uX TLae" 
"Trade Unds" 

"Confessions of a Nazi Sp/" 
"City in darkness" 
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" 
"Little Orvie" 
"Sky liurder" 
^Singapore V.'oman" 
"Salute to Courage" 
"Hitler, Dead or Alive" 
"iitfge of darkness" 



producers 



duchnan, Sidney: 



"The Talk of the Town" 
"A Song to Remember" 
"Over 21" 
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Harris, Louis > 
14os3, Jack* 

Scott , Adrian i 



DLrectora 
Biberman, Herbert 



Dassin, Jules; 
Diytryk, Edward » 

Fuller, Lesteri 
Writ era 
Baxzman, Ben i 



"Hardi Gras" 
"Caribbean Komance" 
"Lucky Cowboy" 

■The Shepherd of the Hilla" 
"Journey Into Fear" 
"Hr. Winkle Goes to War* 
"S&afu" 

"Keeping Company" 
"Parson of Panaadnf 
"ffe Go Fast" 
"Mr, LucPy" 
"Farewell )iy Lovely" 

Pal, TTolf" 
"Miss Susie SlagLe'a" 
"Cornered" 



Ji "Ones Way Ticket 
"Meet Nero Wolfe" 
"King of Chinatown" 
"Road to yesterday" 
"The Master Race" 
"Together Again* 

"Reunion in France" 

"Young Ideas" 

"A Latter for Evie" 

"Murder, i$r Sweet" 
"The Invisible Any" 
"Back to Bataan" 
"Cornered" 

"lou Can f t Hation Love" 



"True to Life" 
"Meet the People" 

"Tou're a Lucky Fellow, Mr. 3Btth" 
"Never Say Goodbye* 1 
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Bessie, Alvahf 



Blankfort, Henry f 



Buchman , Harolds 



"Dwell in the Wilderness 1 ' 

"Men in Battle" 

"Bread and a Stone" 

"Northern Pursuit" 

"Hotel Berlin" 

"The Very Thought of You" 

"Objective" 

"Burma* 

n Ueet the People" 

"Youth on Parole" 

"Double Expo jure" 

"I Killed That Han" 

"I Escaped from the Gestapo" 

"Tales of Manhattan" 

"She's for lie" 

" Harri gan 1 s Kid" 

"Reckless Age" 

"Singing Sheriff" 

"Night Club Girl" 

"I'll Tell the .Yorld" 

"Swing Out, Sister" 

"Easy to Look At" 

"Crimson Canary" 

"Our Daily Bread" 
"Don't Gamble with Love" 
"Blackmailer" 
"Shakedown" 

"Trapped by Television" 

"The Case of the "issing Man" 

"Come Closer, Folks" 

"Shall We Dance" 

"The Devil is Driving" 

"It Can't Last Forever" 

"Counsel for Crime" 

■Forgotten Woman' 1 

"On Their Own" 

"Doul'le Alibt" 

"Manhattan Heartbeat** 

"Jennie" 

"Dixie Dugan" 

"Paris After Dark* 1 

"Take It or Leave It" 

■Doll Face" 
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Butler, Hugo "Big City" 

"Society Lawyer" 
"ItyoaLng* 
"Edison the Boy" 
"Omaha Trail" 
"Sdison the ^an" 
"Christmas Carol' 1 
"Huckleberry Finn" 
"Lassie Come Home* 1 
"The Southerner* 
"Kiss Susie Slagle's" 

Cole. Lester j "Love Technique" 

"If I Had a Million" 
"Sleepers Bast" 

n» "The Affairs of Cappy Ricks" 

"The Crime of Dr. Hallet" 
"The Invisible L£an Returns" 
"The House of Seven Gables" 
"Pacific Blackout" 
"Footsteps in the Dark?* 
"Night Plane for Chunking" 
"None Shall Escape" 
"Hostages" 
'Objective norma" 
"lien in Her Diary" 
"Blood on the Sun* 

Collins, Richard Joy* "Private tfLss Jones* 

"Thousands Cheer" 
"Song of Russia" 

"LaoV from Louisiana" 
"Song of ftissia" 
"Story of G. I. Joe 

"The ibre the Uerrier" 
"The Heat's On" 
"Ueet the People" 
"Hey Rookie" 
"The Gay Senorita" 



©ldore, Guy j 



Gorney, Jay: 
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Kahn, Gordons "Gentleman's Fate" 

"The People's Snemy" 
"S.O.S.Tidal Wave" 
"Tfolf of Mew York" 
"A Xank on the Burma Road* 
"Northwest Rangers" 
"The Cowboy and the Senorita" 
"Song of Nevada" 
"Two O'Clock Courage" 
"Her Kind of Uan" 

Lardner, Ring W. "Meet Dr. Christian" 

Jr. "The Courageous Dr. Christian" 

"Arkansas Jud^e" 
"Woman of the 3£uar" 
"The Cross of Lorraine" 
"Tomorrow the 7/orld" 



"Itfnamite" 
"The Sea Bat" 
"Party T.'ire" 
"Blockade" 
"Algiers" 

"They Shall Have Lusic" 
"Four Sons" 
"Earthbound" 
" Sahara" 
•Count er-Attac k" 

kaltz, Alberts "IZoscow Strikes Back" 

"This Gun for Hire" 
"The Man in Half ioon Street" 
"Destination To^ro" 
"Pride of the latrines" 

Marlow, Brians "Bad Girl" 

"Hello Sister" 
"The Road to Reno" 
"Unmarried" 
"Beware Spooks" 
"Ifcnhattan Heartbeat" 



Lawson, John 
Howard: 



Rapf, Uaurice H.s "Divorce in the Family" 

"We Went to College" 
"They Gave HLm a Gun" 
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Rapf , Maurice II. 
(cont'd.) 

Rossen, Robert i 

Saul, Oscars 
Sklar, George: 

Trumbo, Dal ton j 



"Bad l£an of Brimstone 11 
"Sharpshooters* 
"7fl.nter Carnival' 1 
"riorth of Shanghai" 
"Dancing on a Dime 11 
"Jamie" 

"Call of the Canyon* 

"Roaring Twenties'* 
"Out of the Fog" 
"A Child is Born" 
"Dust Be i^' Destiny" 
"Sea Violf" 

"Blues in the Night" 
"Edge of Darkness" 
"A Walk in the Sun" 

"Once Upon a Time" 
"Strange Affair* 

"Afraid to Talk" 
"First Conies Courage" 
"City Without "-en" 

"Road Gang" 

"The Remarkable Andrew" 
"A Guy Named Joe" 
"Thirty Seconds Over Tolyo" 
"Tender Comrade" 
"Jealousy* 

"Our Vines Have Tender Grapes 
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II. COtaaJHIST DJFUTRATIOM OF LABOR GROUPS 

Confidential Informant ^^^^^Hm^^f of the Los Angeles Office, 
who was a member of the Conminis^Tarx^rron^cTcTer, 1933, until September, 
1935, and who has been active in the motion picture industry for a considerable 
period, reported that in 1934 the Communist Party realized the propaganda 
possibilities in the motion picture field and decided to move into the motion 
picture industry. He related that in the Spring of 1935 direct orders came 
dawn in mimeographed form from the top structure of the Communist Party, USA, 
to all units in the Los Angeles area instructing them to intensity and con- 
centrate their activities on Hollywood and the motion picture industry. This 
directive emphasized the fact that Comnunists must try to capture the labor 
unions and pointed out that if this were done, the unions could be of tremen- 
ctous service in influencing the type of pictures produced an^t has serving the 
Comnunist^cause. It should be pointed out that Informant Mftlid not furnish 
this information to the Bureau until 1942, and, consequenty^This mimeographed 
form referred to by hira is not available. 

John L. Leech who, in 1934, was the Organizational Secretary of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party, gave testimony before the Los Ajigeles 
County Grand Jury on August 14, 1940. On this occasion he testified that Jeff 
Kibre was a member of the Communist Party in Hollywood in 1934. He further 
testified that V. J. Jerome, a prominent k'arxian Communist who has been en- 
gaged in the Communist propaganda field, was sent in the latter part of 1935 
by National Communist Party Headquarters to Hollywood at which time Jerome 
■sought the aid of Jeff Kibre in setting up plans for capturing the Hollywood 
motion picture industry for the Communist Party* 

Efcra F. Chase, identified in 1939 as having been a member of the 
Conimanist Party for a period of seven years or more, snore to an affidavit 
in Los Angeles on March 19, 1939, that Jeff Kibre was a member of the 
Comitunist Party. His affidavit further stated that Jeff Kibre was at that 
time assl&ied to "special" work in the studio unions, more specifically in the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Local #37 to the organ- 
izing of special studio units of the Communist Party. 

^^|^^|Him|H^HHm||of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Bnployees/i'h^ha^DeenacSve in the trade union movement 
In Hollywood for a number of years and who is familiar with the activities of the 
Coanunist Party members in connection with labor groups in the motion picture 
industry, related that the Communist penetration of the motion picture unions 
began in 1934 or 1935 when a meeting was held in Carmel, California, at which 
the principal figure, one Mr. Michael EL stein, then attached to the Amtorg 
Trading Corporation and bearing the title of "Commissar of Heavy Industries of 
the U.S.S.R.", was present as well as a number of Hollywood personalities. 
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Ha stated arrangements were made at this meeting to finance the program of 
Infiltration into the Hollywood studio enterprise and these arrangements 
later resulted in the establishment of lir. Jeff Kibre as the individual 
chosen by the Communist organization to carry out its designs. 

Confidential Informant ^((stated that in the early days of the 
motion picture industry there apparently was no consistency in the labor 
organizational set-up. The principal active labor organization was the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE). 



International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 



Confidential Informant 




reported that this was an autonomous 



group of local labor unions identified with the American Federation of Labor. 
The International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 1 jurisdiction was 
recognized as the only union organization in Hollywood for a number of years. 
However, on two occasions, in 1921 and in 1933, strikes were called by this 
organization which were completely unsuccessful. In each case the strike was 
the result of a jurisdictional dispute and was^taMken by members of outside 
unions entering the field as strikebreakers. HHrelated that these un- 
successful strikes brought about a very chaotic condition in the labor field 
in 1933 which caused many of the workers to lose confidence in the American 
Federation of Labor (API). As a result, the Communist Party had little diffi- 
culty in moving into the unorganized field with the Motion Picture Workers In- 
dustrial Union. 

In 1937, after the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees had reestablished themselves following the disastrous strike in 
1933, one local union emerged covering what is known as the "backyard crafts" 
which crafts are normally identified with stage and theatrical workers such 
as electricians and grips. While this controversy in the trade union move- 
ment was continuing in the motion picture studios, a new attack was attempted 
on the established unions by an organization known as the United Studio 
Technicians Guild. This Guild was headed by Jeff Kibre who was attempting 
to set up an overall industrial union* 

Before the establishment of the United Studio Technicians Guild, 
numerous smaller groups such as the Federation of Motion Picture Crafts and 
an organization which became known as the COliPAC (Committee of 1'otion Picture 
Arts and Crafts) as well as an unemployed conference all of which, according 
to Brewer, were obviously Communist front groups used to agitate in an effort 
to destroy the unions which were already organized under the A/L. According 
to Brewer, the struggle for domination within the labor aovetant In the motion 
picture studios did not develop into a major controversy utU 1936 when the 
principal factor in establishing the importance of the United Studio Technicians 
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Guild fight was a decision of the National Labor Relations Board which 
challenged the validity of a contract which the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Bnployees had entered into in 1936. Following this de- 
cision there was held an election which was promulgated by a petition filed 
by the United Studio Technicians Guild. This election resulted in the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees' winning by a substantial 
majority, tbwever, local #644 of the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees and Herbert K. Sorrell, who had only recently come into 
power in this Union, did not support the other AFL unions, actively campaigning 
on the side of the United Studio Technicians Guild. Sorrell 1 s Communist con- 
nections will be taken up separately in this section of the memorandum. 
Following the defeat of the United Studio Technicians Guild, Kibre disappeared 
from the Hollywood motion picture studio labor field andhLs organization dis- 
solved. 

Euring the years of 1937 and 1938, the AFL and affiliated unions 
in the motion picture industry in Hollywood were greatly disturbed over the 
Communists 1 efforts to wreck or disturb the union and consequently at the 
union 1 s 35th Convention held at Louisville, Kentucky, from June 3 to 6, 1940, 
a report was prepared which set out numerous exhibits in the form of letters 
written by either Jeff Kii>re, aforementioned, or Roy Hudson, a national 
functionary of the Communist Party who is at present District Leader of the 
Party in the Pittsburgh area. This report, a photographic copy of which is 
maintained in the files of this Bureau, contains a lengthy report of Jeff 
Kibre dated April 23, 1928, in Hollywood, entitled "Report on Hollywood.... 
Review of Plan and Objectives for Past Several libnths". One portion of it 
refers to a studio unemployment conference representing a group of unions 
and guilds banded together in a broad anti-International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Bnployees movement as a preliminary to the formation of an industrial 
union* 

Exhibit jfZ of this report is Jeff Kibre' s letter to one Bob Reed 
of 136 V/est l^th Street, :;ew York City, dated February 9, 1938. Reed is 
identified in the report by J. Ti. Buzz ell, Secretary of the Los Angeles 
Central Labor Council, as a member of the Actors 1 Equity in New York and an 
active organizer for the Communist Party. In this regard Kibre writes, 
"Well, one thing about the Reds, they seldom write except on business". 
Kibre refers to himself in the letter as the "undercover field representative 
for CIO in Hollywood'*. Kibre states "In the meantime I wish you would discuss 
the matter of 'I. A. 1 (International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Snployees) 
action with Jack Stachel (national functionary of the Communist Party) and 
the necessity of my getting in touch with contacts in the various cities. I 
have taken it up with Paul Cline (at that time Los Angeles Coamnist Party 
functionary) but he feels a personal appeal by you or 7. J* (T. J. Jerome) 
rather than communicating through official channels would get quicker results* 1 ' 
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Bchibit #4 of this report is a letter from Roy Hudson, identified 
above, to Comrade Lambert at San Francisco, a copy of this letter being sent 
to Paul Cltne in Los Angeles. This letter was dated June 21, 1938* Buzzell 
identified Lambert as Walter Lambert, a member of the Executive Committee of 
the California Communist Party. Roy Hudson, in the letter, states "On the 
basis of the above, it see mo to me there should be a thorough reexamination 
of the methods of work of our people in Hollywood and especially the approach 

to the I.A.T.S.E.. Finally, I think that we should try and keep closer 

contact and have a more systematic change of information between our people 
in the I.A.T.S.E. in Hollywood and the people here in New York, Hereafter, 
when communications are sent they will be brought directly to the attention of 
our fraction here. Likewise we would like to have the names of people in 
Hollywood In this organization with whom our people here could correspond 
directly." 



Motion Picture "Workers Industrial Union 



Informant ^^^stated that this was an independent group completely 
under the control of Communist elements and taking orders directly from local 
Commnist Party leaders. In the short time between the creation of this 
union in January of 1934 and April of 1935, it had obtained a large number 
of members and was well on its way to becoming the leading union in Hollywood* 
However, about that time instructions 7, r ere sent out by the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party that the Party had changed its line from that of ad- 
vocating the creation of separate unions under Communist control to that of 
■affiliating with existing unions with the hope of taking over the control of 
these groups. In Hollywood the Communist activity was directed at affiliating 
with the AFL groups. These instructions called for the liquidation of all 
independent unions and their members sent in to the AFL unions. This policy 
was followed by the liotion Picture Workers Industrial Union v.hich resulted in 
the gradual disintegration of this union. It was officially dissolved in 
February of 1936. 

According to^^^f during this same period the CIO was being 
organized by John L. Lewis and several attempts were made by the CIO to 
organize in the motion picture industry. There were at that time approximately 
25 labor unions of various types in the motion picture indistry. Some of these 

were affiliated with the Ail and the balance were independent union st 

stated that in 1937 Herbert K. Sorrel 1 became the President of the Studio 
Painters Local 644 of the International Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America, Ail. This union was a newly activated AFL group* 
dorr ell soon became the leader of the Communist factions among Hollywood labor 
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circles. After he had developed the leaders of a number of locals which 
had strong Communist factions in them, he moved to set up an organization 
which Tiould tie all the locals into one body under his domination. 



Conference of Studio Unions 




'of the International 

Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees who has previously been referred to 
herein, stated that the Conference of Studio Unions was formed by 
nearly the same group of unions that had formed the COfcPAC (Committee of 
Llotion Picture Arts and Crafts), the Unemployed Conference and several 
other labor groups which had sprung up in Hollywood during the late 1930s. 
One significant addition, he related, which had been made to this group 
was Local #683 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
which is «r union composed of studio technicians. He related that the 
Conference of Studio Unions took up the Communist fight where the United 
Studio Technicians Guild had left off only utilizing a different tactical 
approach. The Conference of Studio Unions was designed to form a wedge 
between the membership of the API* and the International Unions of the AFL and 
at the same time to establish a solid front of those unions which the Com- 
munists had been able to brins into their orbit. 



Confidential Informant (^^^(pefers to this group as a small com- 
pact organization composed of delegates or representatives of a bloc of 
labor unions in the Hollywood motion picture industry which is under the 
control of the Communist Party operating through its members In those unions 
which have captured key positions. It has further been described as a 
Hollywood studio labor group to act as the control and steering committee 
which coordinates and directs Communist union activities, looking tov/ard 
the taking over of all studio workers and their unions into the Com munist 
Party orbit. The Conference of Studio Unions, according toflHJT^-s the 
organization upon which the Comnunist Party relies for eventusu^onplete 
domination of lcotlon picture unions. 

As the Conference of Studio Unions organization developed,|_ 
_ related, Herbert Sorrell began to emerge as the overall leader 

of the OomTunist fraction in the Hollywood motion picture studio unions. 
He stated that the Conference of Studio Unions was officially organized in 
1941 at which time its activities were outlined as follows* to organize all 
unorganized proups in the studios into unions which the Communists could 
control and in the absence of any union to suit the particu lar craft , place 
workers in the Painters Union which was headed by Sorrell. ^HHBrelated 
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that the Conference of Studio Unions, following its organization in 1941, 
supported the CoBiaunist Party line completely, carrying on a progjraa ot 
agitation in which thty cried for local autonomy and democratic unionism 
generally advocating contempt and disregard for the authority of officers 
within the union above the local level. 

The unions, as of October, 1946, which composed the Conference 
of Studio Unions were as follows. It will be noted that of the eleven 
unions listed, ten are associated with the AfLt 



Local 

Screen Set Designers 
Local 1421, AFL 

Screen Publicists Quild 
Local 1489, AH. 

Screen story Analyst Guild 
Local 1488, AFL 

Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Local 652, AFL 

tfoving Picture Painters and 
Scenic Artists, Local 644, AFL * 

Special Officers and Guards 
Local 193, API 

Building Service Employees 
Local 278, AFL 

Studio Carpenters 
Local 946, AFL 

Studio Electrical Workers 
Local 40, AFL 

Studio Sheet itetal Workers 
Local 108, AFL 

Studio Uachinista 
Local Cinema Lodge 1185 



Parent Organization 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America 

Building Service Qnployees 
International Utaion 

Building Service Qnployees 
International Union 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America 

International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers 

Studio Metal Workers International 
Union 

International Association of 
Machinists 
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fl^Rr elated that since the origin of the Conference of Studio 
Unions, se^e^al strikes have developed in the motion picture industry 
which basically were the result of jurisdictional disputes between the Com- 
munist bloc or Conference of Studio Unions and the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees under the leadership of Richard Walsh, Inter- 
national President. 



Concerning thesestrikes participated in by the Conference of 
Studio Unions, Informant fl^Bhas advised that they were not legitimate labor 
disputes but rather strik^Wy a group of Comnunist dominated local w^^^i 
using the question of jurisdiction as an excuse to create a strike. ^H^F 
stated that these disputes have been attempts by the Communist element to 
disrupt the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, and that 
the Communist issue was usually the question around which the dispute re- 
volved rather than the usual issue of wages, hours, or working conditions. 
He related that Herbert K. Sorrell, head of the Conference of Studio Unions, 
received the support of the Com unist Party* locals in these jurisdictional 
disputes. 




related that during the period of the Conference of 
Studio Union s ' development , the Communist propaganda machine was making 
full use of the war and the period of cooperation with Russia in order to 
strengthen its position in Hollywood. The Comnunistsduring this period 
established several political fronts, according tdflf^Hvand made 
successful penetrations into several of the active craTtsand guilds 
within the motion picture industry. This struggle for power within the 
Hollywood studio motion picture unions was climaxed by the 1945 jurisdic- 
tional dispute. 

Informant Hj^ft-elated that on Larch 12, 1945, a jurisdictional 
dispute between the co^rerence of Studio Unions and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical otage Qnployees precipitated a strike which was 
pirely political in character and was an attempt on the part of the Con- 
ference of Studio Unions to break the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage 3nployees unions in Hollywood, ^^^ontinued that from Larch 12, 
1945, until July 28, the Comnunist ParT^Kie in the United States was one 
of collaboration which had been adopted at the time Russia was invaded ly 
Germany in Oine of 1941. He stated that in view of this, the Communist Party 
did not take an active part in this strike. However, on July 28, 1945, the 
Communist Political Association reverted to the tenets of the Communist 
Party, USA, and elected TO.lllan Z. Foster as the new National Chairman. ^^B* 
related that on this occasion the Party announced that tt would relinquisn^^ 
ita Browder revisionist policies and return to the basic Jiarxist-Leninist 
principles. Immediately after the change in the Party Line, the Communist 



( 



press began to support the strike and the Conmunist Party in Los ingeles 
began to issue leaflets through its various branches c a llin g on the workers 
to man the picket lines in the strike. 

As a further verification of the Conmunist Party's attitude 
toward this strike, it should be pointed out that on Karen 15, 19i5, the 
West Coast Comuinist newspaper, the daily "People's World", carried an 
editorial captioned "aid the llovle Strike at Once". This editorial pointed 
out that strikes in 'wartime were not under any circumstances permissible 
and further went on to discuss at length the fact that there is no excuse 
for any kind of a strike when the nation is at war. However, an editorial 
appearing in the July 24, 1945, issue of the People's '.Vorld captioned 
"Support the Strike of the Film Unions" reflected that this motion picture 
strike was no longer a jurisdictional dispute as it had originally been 
represented to be ty the producers but that it has now been revealed to be 
a strike «f the union versus anti -union forces. The editorial concluded 
by stating that every effort should be made by all conscientious workers 
to support the strike in every way. 



According to Inforrcant^^^Hit was obvious that the Comrunist 
Party and its members were whipp^^^ne situation toward the violent stage. 
During October of 1945 numerous individuals were injured and violence 
reached such a pitch that the public and traffic were not peraatted in the 
vicinity of V.'amer Brothers Studio. This strike was settled on October 29, 
1945, when an agreement was reached between high AH* union officials and 
Eric Johnston of the Lotion Picture Producers Association. 



Confidential Informant ^^Jr elated that the real purpose of the 
Conference of Studio Unions was two-folds first, the union desired to keep 
the general labor situation agitated in line with the Communist Party pro- 
gram of creating confusion in the United States j and, secondly, to maintain 
intact the leadership of Herbert K. Sorrell. 



A strike was again 

of Studio Ihion 
of the 

that tms soriKe was as 



by the Conference 
n charge 

_ advised 
a purely jurisdictional matter between the Inter- 




national Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees and the Conference of Studio 
Unions. They stated that this was merely a continuation of the previous 
strike in 1945 which lasted for some eight months. This strike resulted 
In numerous strikers and union leaders being arrested in Los Angeles. 
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According to the records of the SHHUPH^HHIiW 011 

October 11, 1946, 26 defendants were arreste^rTfieTechnicolor Studios, 
charged with violation of Section 23.10 of the Los Angelee Municipal Code 
which is parading without a permit. Following the arrests, however, this 
Section of the JAinicipal Code was declared unconstitutional by the Appellate 
Division of the Los Angeles Court which resulted in all 26 defendants 1 being 
dismissed* 

^H|HH|stated that on October 14, 1946, 206 defendants 
were arrea^lfff^cffiffio^astudios charged with violation of failure to abide 
ty the Court's injunction which prohibited mass picketing at the studio unions. 
Of the original number arrested, 113 defendants pled guilty; 41 were dismissed 
for lack of evidence; 47 were found not guilty; 6 defendants are off the 
calendar ponding other action while 1 defendant jumped bond and there is at 
present a bench warrant outstanding for him. The disposition of these cases 
involved fines being levied against those convicted ranging from $30 to $200 
each. 

The records also reflected that on October 26, 1946, 125 defendants 
were arrested at Columbia Studios for violation of I^inicipal Code 23.10 
(parading without a permit). Of the 125 arrested, 3 defendants were dismissed 
for lack of evidence; 11 pled guilty, receiving fines up to 325 or sentences 
up to 5 days; 30 were convicted, in most cases fines being imposedof from 
410 to ^75, however some fines were as high as $150; and in the case of James 
Shelton, he was sentenced to 30 days in jail* All of the above have appealed 
their cases. The trial on the additional 81 defendants is slated for October 
15 pending the appeal of the 30 persons convicted in this case. 

On November 15, 1946, 696 defendants were arrested at Columbia 
Studios charged with violating Municipal Code 23-10 (parading without a 
permit). Of these 600 pled guilty to the charge and each one paid a fine 
of $25 ; 88 defendants were dismissed for various reasons, it being pointed 
out by the Los Angeles City Attorney Bon aid K. ftedwine that many of the 
officers used to make these mass arrests were inexperienced and not in 
permanent status with the Police Department. Consequently they could not 
be used to testiiy which resulted in insufficient evidence in many cases. 
The records also reflected that two persons made bail and forfeiture was 
made later resulting in bench warrants being issued for these two individuals* 
6 defendants were takon off the calendar because they are defendants in 
Superior Court on conspiracy counts and will be referred to hereinafter. 

On November 16, 1946, at Columbia Studios, an additional 124 defendants 
were arrested for violation of the California Penal Code 166.4 which has 
reference to the disregarding of a Superior Court order which in this case was 



69 



( 



J 



an Injunction prohibiting n»ss picketing. Of the 124 defendants, 70 were 
convicted. The minimum fine for each person was $300 and the maximum fine 
was 5300 and one year in jail. 13 defendants were dismissed by the court 
because of insufficient evidence or the temporary status of the policemen 
making the arrests. 39 defendants were dismissed upon a motion of the t&ty 
Attorney, and 2 defendants will be tried in October, 1947. 

In addition to the above figures, fl|^^|HHJ0?ointed out that 
there were 10 individual arrests made at varXousTKaxionsTn the Hollywood 
area in connection with the motion picture strike. 

Under date of Ifovanber 22, 1946, the Los Angeles Daily News contained 
an article which reflected that felony indictments had been returned by the 
County Grand Jury on that date against 14 Hollywood film leaders for activity 
in the film, strike. The article reflected that the 14 so indicted were 
arraigned before Judge William a. XcKay and subsequently freed on $5,000 bail. 
Those charged were as follows i 



Herbert K. SorreU 
Aver ill Berman 
Ed Gilbert 
Korval Crutcher 
James Skelton 
Andrew Lawless 
Louis Yihitnan 



Matthew Uatison 
Carl Head 
Russell -c Knight 
Jo) in Martin 
Hoy Tindall 
Frank Drdlik 
Wilbur JL HigbLe 



Specifically, Sorrell is accused of advising and encouraging the 
Conference of Studio Unions 1 members in their picketing ef Columbia Studios, 
Berman is alleged to have incited pickets at Uetro-Goldwyn-Uayer Studios during 
which demonstration several Deputy Sheriffs were injured. Gilbert, Uatison 
and Frank Drdlik are charged with having incited pickets to disregard court 
orders at various union meetings. Lawless was accused of an attack upon Henry 
Siccardi, a non-striking film technician, on October 22, 1946. Sorrell, Uatison 
and Gilbert are also named as having advised picketing of Columbia Studios on 
November 14, 1946. The other men are alleged to have directed picketing 
activities* 

On July 19, 1947, Frank Barnes, Assistant District Attorney in 
Los Angeles, California, related that the indictments against Berman, Skelton, 
Tindall and Drdlik were dismissed because of insufficient evidence* He also 
stated that a challenge to the indictment had been presented which contended 
that the Grand Jury had not been selected in a manner provided by law. He 
stated that the Grand Jury did not represent a true cross section of society. 
Following is a brief background as well as the Communist affiliations of each 
of the individuals originally Indicted* 
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Ave rill Joseph Berlin 

Be man is a Radio Conmentator who resides at 1116*4/5 Tamarind, 
Hollywood, California. He was born on April 19, 1919, at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Barman was released on bond on November 19, 1946, after having 
been charged with violation of California Penal Coda, Sections 182, 409, 166, 
245 and 518 • With regard to Bersuu's Communist connections, there exists 
to date no documentary evidence of his membership in the Los Angeles County. 
Cocsiunist Party* However, he has been active on behalf of Coiasunist front 
organizations in the Los Angeles area* A pamphlet was made available entitled 
"Campus Currents' 1 , which is a bulletin published by the Four Freedoms club of 
the American Youth for Democracy, in Los Angeles* Page 1 of this bulletin for 
November 12, 1945, carried a heading, "Ave rill Berman, Addresses First ATD 
Meeting ♦ " The article stated that Berrnan, CIO reporter and Army orientation 
lecturer, highlighted the first meeting of the Four Freedoms Club on Friday, . 
November 10 ; 1945* On January 9, 1946, Confidential plant Informant, lH|Br 

»f the Los Angeles Office, made available documentary evidence 

or~an acufress made by Berman at the American Youth for Democracy Conference 
held on October 21, 1945, at Los Angeles City College* 

an activ e informant of the Los Angeles Office who 
furniahes^^^^^^^^Him^Ptoth CD. Section of the Communist Party* 
provided a^HHe^rapne^aroiouncement on July 29, 1946, distributed by the 
Executive Committee of this Section of the Communist Party urging members 
to attend a mass meeting scheduled for July 29, 1946, at the Gilmore Stadium 
Auto Parking Lot* Agents of the Los Angeles Office attending this meeting 
reported that Gordon Williams, candidate for the 59th Assembly District, 
State of California Legislature, was the Chairman of this meeting and that 
he introduced Ave rill Berman. Following Berman' ■ talk, Williams introduced 
Bull Freed as Chairman of the 59th District Communist Club* 



The East Side Journal, a local Los Angeles newspaper, on March 27, 
1947, coennented on the opinion expressed by Avert 11 Berman in his news 
analysis over radio station KXLA. The newspaper specifically reflected that 
Berman pointed out the danger of Fascism in the proposed outlawing of the 
Communist Party and that he stated that the battle ground "has changed to the 
community where we must fight the corruption of our educational system, police 
force and local courts". 

Nerval Dixon Crutcher 

Crutcher is Secretary-Treasurer of Local 663 of the Film Technicians 
Onion, International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Qoployeee. Re reside* 
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Lfornia^Crutc 
Jo^^^tneuomB 



tcher was born in 



at 2050 Hightower Street, Lot Angeles, California, 

Louisville, Kentucky, on October 17, 1889. 

Street, Los Angeles, stated that Crutcher jornga tne~~coiifl miu.SE tartar in 
1937 under the name of Norman Newman. ^HHB^^^^^V * discontinued 

paid Informant of the Los Angeles Offlce^^o^^B^^Mffly a member of the 
Los Angeles Police Department assigned to Communist and radical Investi- 
gations, related that Crutcher Joined the Communist *arty on September 27, 
1937, under the name of Norman Newman, having been recruited into the 
Party by Sidney Martin who was at that time one of the most active C< 
munis ts in Hollywood* 



Throu gh ^^■^|HB^B|Hm^Hm^BVmVHmMm^^^^B a functionary 
of the Communist Part^ was ascertained that in 1944 
Crutcher held 1944 Communist Political Association Card 47439- According 
to this source, the membership card was issued on December 6, 1944* Through 
this same source, it was also ascertained that Crutcher was also a member of 
the commission which governed the cultu ral and miscellaneous groups in the 
Hollywood area. Confidential Informant JH^^-elated that in 1944, Crutcher 
was a member of the Hollywood DemocraticCommittee, an organization known to 
have been infiltrated by and under the influence of Communists. 



Frank J. Drdlik 

This individual, who is a member of the Set Designers Union #1421, 
resides at 5922 Carlton Way y Hollywood, California* Drdlik was born on 
August 19, 1901, in Yugoslavia* He was naturalized on February 20, 1922, 
in Douglas County, Nebraska, having Certificate #1659434* On May 17, 1947, 
an extremely reliable but highly delicate source advised that Drdlik was a 
member of the Communist Party. The record which this source made available 
was dated on December 11, 1945, ani indicated he most probably had Communist 
Party membership card #49925. 



Edward McCreary Gilbert 

Gilbert, who is Business Agent of the Set Decorators Union #1421, 
resides at 1051 East Magnolia Avenue, Burbank, California* Gilbert, who is 
43 years of age, has been affiliated with the Communist Party In Los Angeles 
for a considerable length of time* Through a highly confidential but 
thoroughly reliable source it was ascertained on February 11, 1947, that 
Gilbert had returned from special leave to the Whitman Branch of the Communist 
Party. 

Confidential Informant fl|^BH||BLv f 1/39 Angeles Office) 
who is a member of the Communist iSr^^anenaSo^^oMCCBinf part/ of the 
Walt Whitman Communist Party Club In Los Angeles on December X, 1945, held at 
the home of Art and Evelyn Shapiro, both Communists, in honor of returned 
veterans* According to this reliable source, Gilbert was in attendance at 
this meeting* 
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This sane source advised that on January 11, 1946, at a meeting of 
the ^'hitman Club of the Comnunist Party, Gilbert was nominated for the 
position of Chairman but declined after George Sandy, Los Angeles County 
Financial Director of the Communist Party, stated that Gilbert was "tied up 
in studio unions'* • 

Carl C. Head, also known as Earl dark Head 

Head is chairman of the Conference of Studio Unions and Assistant 
Business Agent of the Painters Union Local #644. He resides at 143 North 
Mariposa, Los Angeles, California. 

Head, who is 51 years of age, has not been identified as a raenber 
of the Communist Party in Los Angeles to date. 

Wilbur R. Higbie, also known as Ray Higby 

Higbie, who is a member of the Carpenters Union Local #946, resides 
at 909i South Catalina Street, Los Angeles. Higbie, who is 47 years of age, 
has no previous Communist record according to the Los Angeles Office. 

Herbert Knott Sorrell 

Sorrell is the Business Agent of Local #644, Studio Painters 
Union, AF1, and is the President of the Conference of Studio Unions. Sorrell 
resides at 1153 Norton Avenue, Glendale, California. At the time of his 
.arrest in November, 1946, Sorrell was 49 years of age. 

The ^^B^|^^HH|HI^|^BP recoro ^ s a ^ s0 show that Sorrell 
was arrested onTove3e^o^^30^on^^gambliiJg charge. As a result of this 
arrest, he was fined £L0 and ^iven 5 days in jail. In October, 1946, 
Tom Cavitt, Representative of the California Tennay Comndttee Investigating 
Un-American Activities, provided the Los Angeles Office with a photograph 
of a receipt for a Coimiunist Party membership book #60622 on viiich appears 
the sipiature "Herb Stewart". The signature appears to have been started as 
"So" and then the M T n written over the "o". This receipt refers to book 
j/74283 signed "Herbert Stewart". 




^ California, 

furnished the Los Angeles Office on uune oTTT^^^RnTTJ^S" Comounist Party 
registration blank filled out in handprinting under the Party names "Herbert 
Stewart". The Bureau's Laboratory, after a handwriting comparison, positively 
identified the document as having been prepared by Herbert K, Sorrell* '^he 
Los Angeles Office has no documentary evidence of membership on the part of 
.Sorrell in the Communist Party or the Communist Fblitical Association since 1933. 
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Prom ! 

\n Los Angeles, it was ascertained on Oetober 31, 1945, that a discussion 
was had regarding the strife* situation -participated in "by members of the 
Hollywood Section of the lot Angeles County Communist Party. IXiring thia 
discussion the probability of having Herbert Sorrell actually Join the 
Communist Party' vat discussed. MacClelland, who at that tine vat a func- 
tionary of the Hollywood Section, terminated thli discussion by stating 
she had discussed thia possibility with Sorrell, who advised her he had 
considered it hut decided not to 'because he would turn red in the face 
if someone were to ask him if he were a member and it was necessary for him 
to reply that he was not, knowing himself that he actually was. KacClelland 
stated that Sorrell had advised her he was conscious of the class struggle* 



A 6-page information bulletin released by the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees dated ffovember 13, 1945, entitled "The Record 
of Herbert' C. Sorrell, President of CStJ (Conference of Studio Unions) and 
Strike Leader in the Hollywood Strike Commencing March 12, 1945" was obtained. 
The subheading for this bulletin was "Communist Activities from 1938 up to 
the Present Time". According to this bulletin, Sorrell wae associated with 
the following organisations. The following quotations are taken directly 
from the bulletin: 



"1, Motion Picture Democratic Committee. Herbert K. Sorrell we a 
a member of this Executive Board and continued actively to 
support the new position of the organization, which was In 
strict conformance with the Communist Party line. 

"2. Hollywood Democratic Committee, Herbert X, Sorrell now 
emerges as a member of the Executive Board of this organ- 
isation, whose program is Just the reverse of its predecessor 
where he was also a member of the Executive Board* 

•3. Labor's Hon-Partisan League. Herbert K. Sorrell was State 
President of this organization and opposed the third term 
for President Roosevelt, denouncing him for leading ua Into 
war* 

"4. Patterson Slate, 7Me organisation opposed aid to England and 
was strictly isolationist. It followed the Comaunist Party 
line and wae in sympathy with the alms of the Farty , 

"5, Vorters Alliance. Herbert K. Sorrell was one of the speckers at 
a mats demonstration of this organisation before the Hollywood 
District SHA headquarters, 3*5 South Western Avesme, March ?, 1940. 




6. National Federation for Constitutional Liberties. The 
Attorney General of the United States has pronounced this 
organisation to be a Communist front. T'erbert K. Sorrell 
in the official announcement of the meeting appears as 

one of the sponsors of this organization. This organization 
has followed every twist and turn of the Communist Party 
Line and is still in operation. 

7. Yanks Are Not Coming Committee. Herbert K. Sorrell was 
listed as one of the speakers at the Student Union, Ihi- 
versity of California at Los Angeles, on April 18, 1940. 
The purpose of the meeting was to induce the students of 
the college to stage a 'peace strike 1 . 

8. Schneider man -Darcy Defense Committee. Herbert K. Sorrell 
Sras a member of the committee to protest the deportation of 

William Schneider man and Samuel Darcy, two top officials of 
the Coiamunist Party. 

9. Sari 3rowder. Sorrell sent a petition demanding the immediate 
release of Sari "rorrder, head of the COi.iraunist Party in the 
United States, during his incarceration in the Atlanta 
Penitentiary. 

10. Leo Gallagher Testimonial. Sorrell was one of the sponsors of 
a testimonial dinner given in honor of Leo Gallagher, Communist 
of the law firm of Katz, Gallagher and IJargolis, given at the 
nil shire Bowl in Los Angeles on June 2, 1941* 

11. Harry Bridges Committee to Defeat Deportation. Herbert Sorrell 
was one of the signers of an open letter addressed to the 
President of the United States protesting the deportation of 
Bridges. 

12. American Youth for Democracy. On December 1, 1944, the AID 
in the Los Angeles area held a mooting for the celebration 
of the first anniversary of the change of the name Young 

Communist League to American Youth for Democracy. Herbert K. 
Sorrell was one of the sponsors of the meeting. 

13. People's Vtorld Press Conference. The People 1 s »orld is a 

Co rrcnunist publication on the Viest Coast. On August 4> 1943, a press 
conference was held for the benefit of this publication at 2936 
West 8th Street, Los Angeles, California* Sorrell was one of the 
sponsors of the conference. 



J 



"14. Third Annual Convention, Los Angeles County Comaunlst Party. 
This convention was held April 29 and 30 and *ay 1, 1938, at 
121 "Gest 18th Street, Los Angeles, Herbert K. Sorrell has 
denied that he has ever been a member of the Communist Party. 
A photostatic copy of the minutes of the above Conuainist con- 
vention shows the following names written on the back page* 
Vftlliam Schneider man, State Secretary of the Communist Party, 
District 13; Dan Healy; High ^ilkins; Herb Sorrell and Urchel 
Daniels." 



Andrew Lawless 

Lar/less is a member of the Studio Painters Union #644 and resides 
at 10736 Lawler Street, Los Angeles, California. *t the time of his arrest 
Lawless gave his age as 45 • 

On October 4, 1946, 
Los Angeles, advised the Los An~geles Office by telephone 
Andrew Lawless, a carpenter, was taking a leading part in th< 
in Hollywood. He describ&MH^Hpl^B Andrew as a "right-hand man of Herbert 
Worrell". He stated ^^^B^^^Ka^Xj.P^aL_A'neri can citizen \iixo was not a 
member of the Corui.nnist 

readily aiaitted the fact that there were numerous Coraiaini3t.3 in tne oonxereiice 
of Studio Unions. 




Confidential Informant^^H^f the Los Angeles Of Hceadvised that 
Andrew Lawless was "one of the singers for Herbert Sorrell", fl|^Brelated 

that, although Lawless has "played along with the Communists", n^dld not 
believe him to be an actual member of the Comamist Party. 

Russell L. L'Cifriiefrt 

UcKni^it is the President of Local #683 which is the rilm Technicians 
Union affiliated with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
HcKnight resides at 4317 Eakman Street, Ztarth Hollywood, California, and at 
the time of his arrest in November, 1946, he gave his age as 33. 

The masthead of the Ifavember, 1943> issue of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Local 6£3, publication called 
"/lashes" reflects that Russell L. KcKni^it was President of the organization* 
I'orval D. Crutoher, previously identified as a Cor.u.unist, v/as Secretary and 
Treasurer. 



On July 21, 1947, (^^HH^HV ' ho is investigator of the 

Los Angeles District Attorneys Office, exhibited a sworn statement which he 
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took frooflH^^Bin the office of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical^tage^iPIoyeeson April 1, 1947. This statement was taken in 
connection with the Conference of Studio Unions 1 Strike. Tho following 
exerpts were taken from th^^tateraent reflecting UcKnight's Comnunist 
tendencies. According tofllp in 1944 he was working as technical editor 
of the magazine M flashes"^Herelated that during this period he differed 
with the policies of licXhight who was the editor of the magazin e. He stat ed 
he told licKnigfrt that he was plugging Communism and that it was 
desire that the magazine contain writings of a technical nature* 
stated it was his wish to publish a magazine representative of the film 
technicians and not a magazine dealing in politics or Conmunisra. Continu- 
ing his comments regarding his differences vdth Lc'inight in the piblication 
of the magazine, he stated as follows* 

"Then when he went so far to the left that I couldn't take it 
any l'on^er — I couldn't ask people like Eell and Howell to 
advertise in a paper that showed a cartoon of .Vestbrook Pegler 
living in a sewer and called the President a Fascist, I couldn't 
go for that. Then he called me a fascist and I resigned. I 
told him I vron't ~o on with this stuff. He said, 'O.K., across 
your card at the union office v/hich I have filed I have writ t tin 
"traitor" 1 . I said, 'All rifht then, and \:hai your office is 
some day broken into ty the FBI, I v-ill bo very happy to have 
them see th-t record, that I was not one of your party'. Those 
are ay exact words to him. n 



Confidential Informant HI^^^^^^^^HH^PP 3 ^ the Los Angeles 
Office, reported that Russell tc^nxgn^^^^^^r^n^iIosAn^eles City Council 
from the Hollywood area in the 1947 Spring elections, but was defeated. He 
advised that the Com..unist Party supported tfc^gh^an^corir-.ented as follows 
regarding the Comnunist Party support given him. HH0stated he was pre- 
sent at a meeting of the Communist dub held on Feoruaryl8, 1947, at which John 
atapp, Ifollywood functionary of the Communist Party, stated that the Party 
agreed to handle completely the 125 precincts in the second district for the 
HcKnight ca-rpaiyi, roriing in the name of the ca ipairn ano not in the name of 
the Party. He stated that the progressive ArX had come out in favor of 
2lc Knight. He related that the Conmunist Party was only supporting and not 
endorsing ilcKhiipt, continuing that "V/e endorse only Consist candidates". 

John a. J. art in 

Martin is the Uisiness Kepresentative of Local 63j t Fila Technicians 
Union, and resides at 2144 i&dvale Avenue, West Los Angeles. 
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The Hollywood Reporter for Varch 2, 1945, (a trade paper) stated 
that John H. iJartin was a member of the Poard of Hol lywood Guilds and 
Unions. Confidential Informant related that an organ- 

ization <siovffi as the "in'-otion PictureLao5r^ou!mitt«e for Political Action" 
was set up on September 6, 1943, at a meeting held at 1627 Tujunga Boulevard. 
The purpose of this organization, according to^fl^-as ostensibly to take 
part in the f orthco:ilng elections, nationally and locally and to elect 
candidates favorable to the cause of the Coirr.-.uni st Varty. John it. .."artin 
attended this meeting representing his Local Ljiion #633. The masthead of the 
November, 1943, issue of "flashes", previously identified, reflected that 
liartin was the Business Agent vdth knovm Conrcunlst ."orval D. Crutch er, pre- 
viously referred to herein, as Secretary -Treasurer. 

Matthew Irving Latison (frequently silled -attison) 

'•liatison is the President of the ocreen Story Analysts Guild. lie 
resides at 844I Ukon Trail, Court Cano^a Park, California. «atison v.-as 
born in I oston, Massachusetts, on Hay 30, 1915. The records of the Registry 
Department in the City of Boston reflect that Katison'3 father and mother 
were bom in uussia. 

On .-arch 25, 1945, Confidential Informant 
paid reliab le infor.u. nt of the Los Angeles Office, 

fl^H^^HBCoi-iGunlst Party headquarters in Los ^ngelcs, produced a - pITTf^bi 
the following notation thereon* 

"(Uarch 20, 1945). uatthevr iiatison, Ifo. 75B99 (1945) from 
East &id Club, Pitt eburgji, Pennsylvania. Has no transfer. 
Lives with George -aid of the East Los Angeles Club, 4306 
East 5th Street, Los Angeles 22. Looking for work. From 
I* err 5h gland." 

Through this same source, it was ascertained in larch, 1945, 
that Matthew -^tison, nho was issued Coimmnist Political Association membership 
card 75 399 was transferred from the East liid Club of tittsburgh Co-nunist 
Political Association to the Los Angeles County Coruisinist Political Association, 
It was alco ascertained through a highly confidential and deli -ate source that 
^atison was a member of the ibrth Hollywood Section of the Los Angeles bounty 
Coiujoinist Part, during 1946. 

James H. jlcelton 

The Business Agent of local 946 of the Stu.tLo Carp«nt«rs, AFL, 
Skelton resides at 376<^DverStreet^LosAngele3, California. According to 
Confidential Informant ^^BHJ^^^^BHB &elton is not a Communis t and 
he is definitely' anU-cfmiainTsT^H^tatea that Skelton accepts the support 
of the Comaini5t3 to try to vdn the strike for the Conference of Studio Unions. 
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Roy Tindall. with alias Roy Tyndall 

Tindall is the Business Agent of the International T^rotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, Local &0. Ha resides at 1225 forth Highland, L03 Angeles, 
California. There is no information available in the Los Angeles Field 
Division reflecting that Tindall has any connections with the Conuainist Party. 

Louis V/hi tiflan 

This individual is a member of the Studio Carpenters Union Local 946 
and vras a picket captain in the Conference of Studio Unions 1 strike. Ife 
resides at 935^ forth Vendome Street, Los Anceles. At the time of whitman's 
arrest, he gave his ace as 50 and Social Security number as 067-16-0630. The 
Los Angeles Office has no information or evidence that Whitman is a member of the 
Communist Party. 
\- 

The Los Angeles Daily News of July 7, 1947, carried an article 
reflecting that 11 major Hollywood Studios in the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees were sued on , July 7, 1947, for $43,000,000 by the 
striking Conference of Studio Unions. According to the article, former 
Attorney General for the State of California, Robert '.J. Kenny, and his law 
partner, ^orris S. Cohn, filed suit in Federal Court. The suit vras based on 
the provisions of the Chen.ian Anti-Trust Act charging the existence of a 
"back scratching" agreement between the producers and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage 3uployees to kill off competition in their 
respective fields. If the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Bnployees 
helped the major studios kill off independent competition, the suit said, the 
'International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees would help the major 
producers crush the Conference of Studio Unions. The suit charged that 
•Villie 3ioff, former head of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
!5nployees, who, according to the news article, was convicted of extorting 
bribes in the film industry still "forailates, directs and supervises the 
affairs of the defendant, the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Snployees". The article al30 reflected that this was the second million 
dollar suit filed in four days relating to the 10 month old Conference of 
Studio Unions strike. Sixteen members of the AFL Studio Carpenters Brother- 
hood asked for £23,000,000 in back pay in a suit filed against the major 
producers and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Suployees* 



Scroen '.'.'riters fiuild 

The Lotion Picture Almanac for 1942 and 1943 reflected that the 
Screen '.7riter3 ^uild was an affiliate of the Authors League ot America, Inc. 
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The Authors League of America does not have a local organization In Loa 
Angeles. The representative of the Authors League of America In Los Angeles 
until recently was Ann Roth Morgan, who was secretary of the Screen Writers 
Guild. According to a highly confidential but most Aellca+a source, Morgan, 
was a member of the Coamunist Party, tTSA, assigned to Branch A-l of the 
Kortrwert Section, and en of IT- v e -.tor 1?, ir%i;, a member of the Communist 
Party, Korthwer.t Section, Los Angeles, California. 

The Follyvco^Press Tines, (a weekly "throw away" tabloid which 
according to lnformanl^HB followed the Communist Party lire) for Kovemher 
10, 1944, reflected thlWne Screen Writers Guild wa^rganlsed In 1?W in 
the Hollywood motion picture industry. Informant ^^^has reported that 
this was one of the first unions in the cultural field to coine under the 
influence of Communists In Hollywood* He related that among the original 
organizers were John Howard Lawson, Samuel Ornits, and Guy Sndore. Those 
individuals who have been identified as Communists, are referred to in 
Section I of this nemoranduro where their Communist affiliations are set 
forth. According to^f^ John Howard Lawson, Robert Eos sen, Lester Cole, 
Hugo Sutler, Valdo Salt/and Hing Lardner, Jr., are among the leading Sommunists 
In the Guild who rave been most Influential In the forming of Its policies* 
All of these individuals have been identified aa Cocoinists and their Communist 
affiliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 




Californ?! 

Screen \'r iters Guild. Ha stated that between 1S35 ami 1??0, he realized that 
Coiacunlsts were gaining control of the Screen Writers Guild. He related thit 
the Corununiets gained this control through their untiring efforts in seeking 
'to project their ideals in the Guild. He stated that they celled more meeting* 
"than any human being but one interact In Communis^ could o~er desire to 
attend". He recalled specifically that frou 1935 to 103S he sTient almost ail 
of his evenings attending meetings primarily directed at his oerconal effort 
to keep the Cociounists fron controlling the Screen Vrlters G'llld. }'e related 
that after years of fighting, ho found it impossible to do anything about the 
Coauunist control of the Guild which resulted In his withdrawing his ir.erbershipi 
Ym emphatically stated that there was no cuestion in bis rind tut that the 
CoDoaunJat element was in complete control deroite tre feet that the majoritj 
of the membership in the Screen Writers Guild, In his opinion, were neither 
Corjuinist members nor Co^rijarist sympathizers. This source r*0.atod that John 
How&xd Lawson hart a strong Influence on the members of the 'Executive Board 
of the Screen Writers Guild. ITe related that in his onlnlon, John Howard 
Lawson, Gordon Xahn and Kin*; T-ardner, Jr., are the thre-* most dangerous 
Communist* in Hollywood. 

According to the organisation's official publication in June of 
1945 there were approximately 13,000 members of the Screen Writers Guild. 
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Of this number about 100 were identified as Conununists at that time through 
information obtained by a very confidential but extremely delicate source. 
The names of those individuals who are still ax filiated with the motion 
picture industry are set out in S ection I of this memorandum. In addition, 
a great many others, according to fl B ::erc associates of Comj'-iinists, 
reported to be sympathetic to Coranunist ideologies and /or members of Coaminist 
front organizations* 



However, in order to show the true significance of these figures, 




Alliance for the r reservation ox American Ideals, the latter group naving 
bean formed to oppose Communist influence in the motion picture industry 
during r ebruary of 1944- These informants have stated that the Screen .Vriters 
Guild is actually controlled and operated by between 100 and 300 meiabers 
who take an active interest in the work of the organization. As a further 
w*ani*v<ivi.vu w iraac ixguics) i%» was iiuv>eu wiiav* jlii uanuaxy oi i^4o, i*ne 
"Screen '/.Titer'*, the official publication of the Screen Writers Guild, con- 
tained a report reflecting that there were 1317 members of the Screen "..riters 
Guild. The report classified 572 members as being active and 345 as associate 
members. The associate m&ubers were identified as writers wro have been 



pi eture in uu s wy • 



It also pointed out that of the 972 members of the Screen writers Guild, only 
366 were employed at that time in the eigjit major studios in the motion picture 
industry. 



members of the Screen .'riters uuild belonged to the Guild as a bar gaining 
agency and not for any "political reasons". However, Communists belong to 
the Guild for "political reasons". Hence the majority of the members of 
the Screen writers Guild do not a tt e n d the r erul a r meetings and take no 
active int°re*t * n * ^- >> ■* t a 

AlHance,^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^erTe3 r ^l^W^Jalifoi'nia, reported that 
for 14 yearsnecarried on an open fight with the leaders of the Screen 
'Vriters Guild die to the fact that it was completely doirinated and controlled 
by CouTOunists since its organisation. He identified the follovdnf, individuals 



John I toward Lawson 
Sam Omit 2 
Gordon Xahn 

EV>^ I. ■» - ^ 1 .1^ 

Dashiell Hammett 
Donald Ogden Stewart 



Lester Cole 
Borris Ingster 
John Oright 
Dorothy Parker 
iiarian Spitzer 
King Lardner, Jr. 



81 



J 




[stated that he is certain that these individuals 

are all Communists* He continued by relating that many yeara ago he thought 
a man could not be called a Communist unless he carried a card (Communist Party 
membership card) but that he has come to learn that the most dangerous Com- 
munists do not carry cards. He related that he could prove every one of these 
individuals was a Cozsiunist by his strict adherence to the Communist Party 
policy over the past 11* year period* 

According to the Hollywood importer a Hollywood studio daily paper, 
dated August 21, 19U6, the "second report on Un-American Activities In California, 
published by the Joint Fact- Fin ding Committee of the State Legislature, stated that 
the Committee members consider John Howard Lawson one of the most important 
Marxist strategists In Southern California* John Leech, former Secretary of the 
Communist Party for Los Angeles County, testified before the Los Angeles County 
Grand Jury that Lawson had been sent from New York to Hollywood by the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party and that he had immediately become active in 
Hollywood^Stndy Clubs and in the Communist faction of studio unions, particularly 
in the organization of the Screen Writers Guild. Leech stated that Lawson became 
a dominant figure in Communist Party drama groups and attended Communist Party 
faction meetings in New York and Hollywood, Thus, Leech's testimony establishes 
that the Screen Writers Guild's founder, the first president, came directly to 
Hollywood from Communist Headquarters in New York and that the establishment of the 
Screen 7/riters Guild nas the mission he was entrusted with by that headquarters. 
Lawson was the first commissar of thought planted by the Communist Tarty in the 
motion picture industry." 

fpf the International 

-Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, on July 17, 1°U7, stated that the 
Screen Writers Guild is definitely under the control of the Communist Party, 
principally through three men, John Howard Lawson, its founder; Gordon 
Kahn and Qimet Lavery, the present President of the group. According to this 
source, a 11 three of these individuals are Communists. He stated that they do 
not necessarily have membership cards in the Party so far as any documentary 
proof is concerned but their policies and dealings in the Screen Writers 
Guild which have always coincided with the current Communist Party line, 
cause him to believe they are Communists. He related 'ie thinks Lavery knows 
what "the score is n and "Party member or not, he is not being innocently 
taken in by the Communist Party*. 

The Communist connections of :;ahn and Lawson are set out in 
Section I of this memorandum. 



There is no evidence in the Los Angeles Office in dicating Lavery is 
a member of the Commun ist Party. However, B^^BB^^HUj former National 
Communist functionary ^■H^^^^HB^^H^^^^^^K rrho is now acting as an 
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Informant for the New York Office, relate^that Snaet Lavery Isaapposed to be 
a well-known Catholic. According toM^^^Lt was folt by the *arty that 
because of Lavery* s being known as a Catholic, Lavery could be effective where 
a man better known for his Cormunist connec tions might have been at a dis- 
advantage* Although supposedly a Catholic J|^^pr elated Lavsry was regarded 
Communist Party leaders at the N'ationa^Jeadquarters as a loyal ani faithful 
follower of the Comainist Party Line, ^//^^remarked that Lavery might not 
have been as auch under the influence and control of the Communists at the 
outset of his affiliation with the Guild as he becane later on. Ben^Mjave 
eventually become an actual nember of the Communist Party although^H^^ 
was not sure of this. In any case, GonMinist lenders were well aware of 
Lavery's weaknesses and ciade very good use of iiia in connection rath their 
program in the Screen »ritcr3 Guild. 

^^H^r elated that, with regaid to the Screen V.riters Guild generally, 
the Comioinlsts were either organizers of or a big factor in the organization of 
the Screen Writers Guild. He stated that the Communists definitely have con- 
trol of this organization and that the development of the Guild was part of 
the Comuunist program to infiltrate the uovie industry and to dictate policies 
to the industry. He stated that he recalls hearing the Screen i.riters Guild 
and its activities discussed by the Comnunist leaders anu r'j.r.e^bcra discussions 
by the Cultural Gou.dttee of the Ooinrunist Party ii v:hLcu it .vas agreed that 
the control of the .Tritcrs in : lolly wood would provide tho wedge for control 
of all i'.'ollyv.-ood. The purpose of the Guild, he stated, was to obtain better 
conditions for its .:;er.ibers and to further the Coiriumiat Party's p osition i n 
influencing public opinion. After the Guild was fully organized, ^^^^^ 
.related the Party used it in many ways including for the purpose of^^Hiing 
the leg of management''. In accordance with Coumnist Party strategy of 
using the negative approach when the positive was found to bo unsuccessful or 
unsuitable^theGuild was also utilized successfully for its "disinternrating 
effect". V^^^H explained that he meant by this th.t iLsna^e- «ent and influential 
persons were^Brced into line to avoid criticism. So-called "experts" 
within the Guild have been, by belittling and harping along certain lines, 
effective in isolating persons who opposed the Par^^line or at least were 
successful in destroying their effectiveness. HHV^ 107 ' 3 ** ro;T1 reports 
seen by him at the Daily Worker CffLce an-i at ^frt^Jeadquarters, that at the 
time he left the Party which was in the fall of 1945, the Guild was as com- 
pletely under the Party' 3 control as such organizations as the International 
Vforkors Order. 

The ±-ay, 1946, issue of "Screen writer", listed the Gcreen Writers 
Guild's studio chairmen. This list included *«lvin Levy for Columbia Jtudios, 
I so be 1 Lennart for Jetro -Go ldwyn --layer, Abe PolonsVy for Parauount, and Henry 
Hyers for 11K0. All of these individuals have been identified as Coniaunists and 
their Coiuunist affiliations are set out in Section I. 
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According to the "Screen Writer," Volume ho. Ill, No. 2, dated 
July, 1947, the present officers and executive board members of the Screen 
Writers Guild are as follow si 



Eiaraet Lavery 
Uary UcCall, Jr. 
Howard Estabroolc 
Hugo Butler 
F. Hugh Herbert 
Harold Buchman 



President 

First Vice President 
Second Vice President 
Third Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 



Executive Board 

Uelvill Baker 
Harold Buchman 
x Hugo Butler 
James U. Cain 
Lester Cole 
Philip Dunne 
Howard Estabroolc 



F. Hugh Herbert 
Talbot Jennings 
Ring Lardner, Jr. 
Ranald UacDougall 
ilary UcCall, Jr. 
George Seat on 
Leo Town send 



Alternate ISxecutive Board Members 



iiaurice Rapf Henry ityers 

Gordon Kahn David Hertz 

Isobel Lennart iaorris E. Conn, Counsel 

Valentine Daview Alice Penneman, Secretary 

Of the above 28 officers and executives the following 10 are, or 
have been, members of the Communist Party. 



Harold Buchman 



Buchman has been identified through a highly confidential but jnost 
delicate technique on August 31, 1944, January 8 and 16, February 26 and November 
19, 1945, as a raember of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist 
Party or Coauaunist Political Association. Through this source it was also ascer- 
tained that he was a functionary of the Party and held 1945 Book ff 46602. 

Hugo Butler 

Through this same source it was ascertained on August 31, 1944, January 
8 and 16, 1945, and February 26, 1945, that Butler was a *mb*r of Branch A-3 of 
the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist P»rty and that he had 
been a member of the Communist Political Association. 
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Lostor Cole 

*ho sa.no coarca advised tlat on August 31, 1944, January C and 1--, 
1943, mid *cjrj&r^ 26, 1945, Cole vras a uwmber oi jrui.ch j*-3 of tl:C ..orti:* *z\. 

oc^tie:. ol' the Los Angeles Count}' Conii'-inist Political Association and hl3 1945 
jjook i.uirbcr ;jas 46^05. 

David i j .ertz 

The s?l:3 cotiTLdrti;tial source also related that on January 16, 
ly"45 j t .ertz was a ii^nbur oi the ..orthtvcst bectior. oi* the Los Anjeles county 
Cor.naiJ.3t ?ol> V Association. 

Cordon halji 

* : Ine oa-iis source related tnat on August 31, Vi : 44, January 3 and 16, 
rebraary 26 9 and A \ove:.iuer ly, 1943, hahn was a nenuer ci the !.orthwest 
Jectiun oi the Corp-unist *'olitical Association or the Cornunist Party. 
His 1945 Jock was £46223. 

..:L.j lardner, Jr . 

Uii i.u^uct 31, 1944, January C and 16, i<eL»ruary 26 and ;,ove:.uer 19, 
1945, tne sa.rte confidential soa-ce auviseu ttiat Lardn^r vr^s a :„ssber oi urai.cn 
A-l oi' the Los ivi.^ele^ County Colonist Political ^sociation or ^orn^iist 
*arty. iie held 19^5 jook „*4obG6. 

i's»ocl Lennart 

The sane source rein ted tiiat on August 31, 1944, January i ;na 16, 
i-ebruary ^6, and ..uvei.iuor 19, 1945, Lennart was a ronbor nt the ;-;"r*.iwst 
iectior. oi* the Los Angeles County Conmiunist iarty or the Los Angeles Cor:' 5 mist 
political Association, oiie nelu 1945 book £46ol6. 

henr^ ^ ypra. also rnov.n as henry Layers 

On A^ust 31, 1944, January U and 16, and iuoroary 26, 19^5, the 
sauu source advised that . yers wis a uoicber 01 the Los ;in,jwlcs County 
Cozifljnist Political Association and in 194i> held i>oolc ,/41t!l9» 

La;-r:-:e ifri'i' 

On A-^ust 31, 1944, January and 16, February 26 and i^overaoer 19, 
1945, was a uieciber oi jrfcnch oi the northoist Section oi' the Jjjs 

An^oles County Coanunist Political Association or Caamuaist Party, according 
to tne same source.- -in auuition this source reported that he was a irember 
oi the Corjnanist i'ari v in 1943, at that time lis tea as a iunctionar,, 01' tiie 
iiorth-vest Section. 

8'. 




Leo Town 3 end 

On August 31, 1944, January 8 and 16, February 26 and November 19, 

1945, Townsend was a member of Branch A-l of the Northwest Section of the 
Los Angeles County Connmnist Party and held 1945 Book #41824. In addition, 
he was also a member of the Communist Political Association. 

Former Special Agent ^^^^U^H^^^^^H^^H^on December 

1946, ascertained that Ann RothJtorgan^86^ Los Angeles, 
and Ruth Birnkrant were employed as secretaries in the office of the Screen 
Vfriters Guild. This highly confidential but delicate source, referred to 
above, on January 16, 1945, identified both of these women as members of 
the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association, 

The "Screen Writer", which is the official publication of the Screen 
*.Vriters Q&ild, is a monthly publication, '^he following individuals are 
responsible for its publication, according to Volume 3, Jfumber 2, dated July, 
1947 s 



Editor: 

Director of Publications! 
Editorial Coraiaittees 



Gordon Kahn 
Robert Shaw 
Art Arthur 
Martin Field 
Richard ttibler 
Isobel Lennart 



Herbert Clyde Lewis 
Harris Gable 
Lester Koenig 
Ronald MacDougall 



Bernard Schoenfeld Theodore Strauss 

In addition to the above, a review of the December, 1946, and 
January, 1947, issues of the Screen 7/riter was made and it was noted that the 
following individuals have had responsibilities in connection with the pub- 
lication of the magazine < 



Editorial Corarrittee: 
Director of l\iblications 

in 1946; 
Editorial Conmittee: 
Editor in 1946 s 



Sidney Baehm 

Harold J. Salemson 

Paul Trivers 

Dal ton Trumbo 

Adele DuffinRton 

Philip Dunne 

Ring Lardner, Jr. 

Sonya Levien 

Stephen Morehouse Avery 
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Of the 21 individual* listed above, 8 are or have been member* 
of the Communist Party or Communist Political Association* The/ includes 

Herbert Clyde Lewis Bernard Schoenfeld 

Theodore Strauss Paul T rivers 

Dolton Trumbo Gordon Kahn 

Isobel Lennart Sing Lar drier, Jr. 

The Communist connections of these indlvidiala are set out in Section X of this 
memoran&aw 

Exemplar of the influence had ty these Communists within the organi- 
zation was the October, 1946, issue of the "Screen Writer". In this publication, 
an editorial appears concerning the Comaini st -4.n spi red American Authors Authority! 
an article concerning the scope of the Screen Writers Guild; a third article 
by Communists Howard DLmsdale and Guy Eh dor e; a fourth article on a technical 
phase dS writing; the fifth on opinions and motion pictures; and the sixth by 
Communist screen writer Lester Cole on wage negotiationa for screen writers. 
The Communist affiliations of Howard Eimsdale, Guy Endore and Lester Cole are 
set out in Section I. 

In the back of the publication, there is a section entitled "News 
Notes*. An analysis of these notes also clearly shows how the Communist 
cause is disseminated by this publication. For example, "News Notes" in this 
issue carried an announcement by the California Labor School, a Communist 
Inspired group, of a series of courses, a production by the Communist influenced 
Actors Laboratory, an announcement of the Communist influenced People* s 
Educational Center carrying details of the curriculum of this school as well 
as a report concerning the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, a Communist influence* 
group. The Comounist connections of t he Actors Laboratory, the Peopled 
Educational Center, and the Hollywood Writers Mobilization are set out in 
Section III of this meaoranoba* 

The American Authors Authority, previously referred to, was said 
to have been established and conceived by the Screen writers Oiild. The 
» inception of this plan, according to the "Screen Writer", resulted from a 
meeting of the Screen Writers Guild Original Material Committeeofwhicj^^ 
Commun ist Ring Lardner is the head* Confidential Informant flHHHHHLer 
VHH advised on December 13, 1946, that the American AuthorsjHxno^tyis^ 
a proposed agency to be set up by the Authors League of America and its 
affiliated branches, the Authors Guild, the Dramatists Guild, the Radio Writers 
Guild and the Screen Writers Guild. The purpose of this agency is to protect 
the economic interests of all writers and authors of every kind who write for 
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the screen, for publishing houses, magazines, radio, etc., ly making this 
agency in effect an over all "holding agency" of all the written material 
produced by the writers in the United States. The formation of this American 
Authors Authority is based on one central idea, that is, that no writer may 
sell outright to any film company or publisher of any kind his written material 
but that such written material shall be "leased" only and th3t the copyright 
of all such material is assigned ty the writer to the American Authors Authority 
when it is offered for sale originally. Thus, while the writer is technically 
the owner of the story, article or screen play, the copyright on same would be 
held ty the American Authors Authority under its control. The American 
Authors Authority maintains that there are only three issues involved in the 
plan and states them as follows: 

1. Under the authority they (the film producer or publisher) 
will not through re-makes be able to make two or more 
profits out of one story purchased. 

2. They will be restrained from accepting as a free gift from 
the writer his secondary rights in any piece of material 
such as television, radio, serial, etc. 

3* They will be restrained from freezing a writer's material 
on their shelves for an indefinite period while he 
watches the chances for other sales pass ty. 

Confidential Informant ^H|^^^|H^^H related that the formation 
of the American Authors Authority^ffth^^neTcreen5r iters Guild of 
Hollywood "has a relation to the general activities of the Communist Party as 
shown by the individuals of the over all connittee of that guild and who are 
given the task of putting it across." The names appearing in this committee 



as reported ty^J^jare as follows! 

Sonet La very, Chairman Ring Lardner, Jr., Vice President 

Robert Ardrey Arthur Edmund Beloin 

Alvah Bessie True Boardman 

James U. Cain Morris £. Cohn 

Philip Dunne Joseph Fields 

Audrey Finn Everett Freeman 

Frances Goodrich Albert Hackett 

T. Hugh Herbert Boris Ingster 

Albert lialtz Mary McCall, Jr. 

Sam itoore Arch Oboler 

William fbmerance Allen Rivkin 

Adele Rogers St. John Louise Housseau 
Arthur Schwartz 
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Ring Lardner, Jr., Alvah Bessie and Albert Halts have been 
identified as Communists in Section 1 of this memorandum. la addition* 
through a highly confidential but very delicate source. Aubrey 'inn was 
identified August 31, 1944, January 6 and 16, and February 26, 1945, as 
a member of the Coaraunlst Party on special leave since December, 1942, 
having entered that status in January, 1943, from 3 ranch- 23 of the Hbrthwest 
Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. In 1943 his Communist 
Party Book was #215153. 

Through this same source on January 16, 1945, San Moore was 
identified as a member of Branch B of the Northwest Section of the Los 
Angeles County Communist Political Association. He was educational director 
of that Branch and was assigned Book #44635. 

Through this same source, William Pomerance on January 16, 1945, 
was identified as a member of Branch A- 3 of the Northwest Section of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Political Association and was assigned Comnunist 
Book #46294. 



In this connection it is of interest to point out that it 
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iy 23, 1946, stated in a conversation with Bert Bargeman that the 
best method to fignt "Fascism" was to Comnunize the writers and producers in 
Hollywood and, eventually, control every picture and fiction story produced 
in Hollywood. He continued that perhaps one day it would be possible to 
control every news article in the United Spates that the people read. By 
way of identification concerning Bert Bargeman, it should be pointed out that 
at that time she was employed as a secretary at the Hollywood Writers Mobiliza- 
tion. 

It is through the Communists in this group, the Screen Writers Guild, 
that Communist ideology is disseminated to the fellow traveler, Communist 
sympathizer, and unsuspecting writers who are affiliated with the Guild in the 
motion picture industry* l*he Communists and Communist pressure in the Guild 
thus caused the injection into motion picture scripts of Communist propaganda 
and the elimination of anti-Communist statements and scenes from original 
motion picture scripts. 
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Screen fritert Ouild Members Connected with the 
Of flea of far Information Oreraeas Ilia Program 

In July of 19i5 oyer flftj writ era, all members of the Soreea 
Wrltera Guild, wara working on scripta for pictures to be produced in con- 
junction with tba Off lea of War Information Oraraaaa Tila Program* Among 
tha aditorial hoard members wara tha following membera of tha Screen frit era 
Ouild: 



John Howard Lawson 
marc Connelly 
Sidney Buchnan 
Charles Bracts tt 
John Houseman 



Bobert Bos sea 
Howard Zetabrook 
Howard Koch 
Harry Tugend 
Talbot Jenninga 



John Howard Lawaon, Sidney Buchman and Bobert Eos sen hare been 
Identified aa Connraniste, and their Comaraniat Party affiliations are set out 
in Section I. 



Mare Connelly has been reported by Informant Vamw* 21 1^44 aa 
baring been a member of tha Comuuniet Party* Ha *-* *l«o stated that ha 
waa a member of the League of American Writers and the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee* The Communist connections of these two organisations are set 
out In Section III of this memorandum* 



Charles Sradcett has been Identified by Informant ^Hr*' haying 
been a member of the Screen Writers Ouild* The League of American Writ en 
and tha Hollywood Democratic Committee. 



John Houseman has been 1 dentlfled by Informant jHP*' 
a member of the League of American Writers. Hhe People* a world, a Communist 



li haying been 



publication for June 10, 1944, reflected that Houseman was a member of 
Hollywood Writers Mobilisation* 



tha 



Howard Xatabrook has bean identified by Informant J^P** hftTln * 
been a member of tha League of American Writers, aa instructor at tha Peoples 
Educational Center in Hollywood and a member of tha Ixecutlre Council of 
Hollywood Democratic Committee* 



Informant 
League of American 
Independent Citisena 



Writers, ' 



reported that Howard Koch has been a member of tba 
, The Screen Wrltera Guild, and tha Hollywood 
ittee for tba Arte, Sciences and Professions. 



Informant ^^■has related with regard to Harry tmgend that he waa 
member of the Screelnrrltere Ouild and a member of tha Hollywood Democratic 
Committee. The People 1 a World for June 10, 1944, refleoted that Tugend waa a 
■amber of tha Hollywood Wrltera Mobilisation* 
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According to Informant^^^V Talbot Jennings was a member of the 

League of American Writers and thSocreen V.'riters Guild. 

As has been previously indicated in this section the organizational 
affiliations of the above individuals have been set out to show that these 
individuals have been connected with organizations which have been infiltrated 
by Communists or are under the influence of Comimnists. The organizations with 
which these individuals are affiliated are discussed in Section in of this 
memorandum* 

Screen Actors Guild 

On April 10, 1947, Special Agents of the Los Angeles Office interviewed 
Ronald Reagan and his wife, Jane Vtyman, at their request in order that they 
might lurnish information to this Bureau regarding the activities of some 
members o£-'the Guild who they suspected were carrying on Communist Party work. 
Reagan advised that the Screen Actors Guild had 12 officers and that the work 
of the Guild was carried on principally through the Executive Doard composed 
of 12 officers plus past presidents. 

Reagan and his wife advised that for the past several months they 
had observed durin;; the Guild meetings there were two "cliques" of members, 
one headed ty Anne Severe and the other by Karen ilorley v*-hich on all 
questions of policy confronting the Guild, followed the Coiaiunist Party Line. 
Reagan related that Revere and i.orley do not appear to be particularly close, 
but whenever an occasion arises necessitating the appointment of some member 
.to a committee or to an office, the two cliques invariably either nominate or 
support the same individual. Reagan and his wife listed the following actors 
and actresses as supporting Revere and li>rley: 

Alexander i^ox Howard DeSilva 

Hume 3ronyn Dorothy Tree 

I lowland Chamberlain Sen el a Royal e 

Reagan also mentioned Larry Parks his also supported this group on 
several occasions. Of the individuals mentioned ty" Reagan and his vdfe, those 
kno?;n to the Los Angeles Office as being or having been members of the Comnunist 
Political Association or the Communist Party are as follows: 

Anne Revere Karen idorley 

Howard DeSilva Dorothy free 

Howl and Chamberlain Larry Parks 



91 



J 



Reagan advised that recently an actor by the name of Uoyd Gough 
appeared to be a particularly close friend of Karen i-jorley and had very 
vociferously supported Revere and Morley» He stated that Gough had recently 
been named Chairman of the clique within the Guild which caTLs itself the 
"Combined Actors Com.&ttee". He related that this Committee includes in its 
membership the element which he and his wife consider the radical element. 
He also related that this group apparently meets separately prior to the 
Guild meetings and agrees on the policy it will follow at the meetings. 
Lloyd Gou£h was identified as a member of the Communist Party through a highly 
confidential but very delicate source in May of this year. Through another 
very reliable but extremely delicate source, it was ascertained that the records 
of the Communist Party have reflected that 71 rae;nbers are listed as actors 
or actresses. Of this number, 54 have been verified through the Guild as 
Guild members, 42 of which are in a current status. This verification was 
made on July 31, 1947. 

\** 

The following 42 persons currently in good standing with the 
Screen Actors Guild are known to be members of the Hollywood Section of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party and/or former members of the Ios Angeles 
County Communist Political Association. The Communist affiliations of these 
actors and actresses are set out in Section I of this jnemorandura. 



Georgia Backus 
Roman Bo hn en 
Joseph Bromberg 
Howl and Chamberiin 
Howard DeSilva 
Virginia Fanner 
Julie Gibson 
Lloyd Gough 
Alvin Hacmer 
Victoria Home 
liarlc Lawrence 
Norman Lloyd 
John (Skins) Miller 
Karen itorley 
Larry Parks 
Lucien Privel 
Amelia Itomano 
Robin Short 
Gale Sondergaard 
Peter Virgo 
Lfnn Whitney 



Helen Beverly 
Lloyd Bridges 
Morris Carnovsky 
Lee Cobb 
Mary Jo ELlis 
June Foray 
Jody Gilbert 
Freddy Graff 
Tom Holland 
Victor Killian 
Canada Lee 
Ray Mayer 
Patricia jollier 
Ruth Nelson 
Stanley Prager 
Anne Revere 
Shimen Rusldn 
Art Smith 
Dorothy Tree 
Q-nest Whitman 
BidoV Yarns 
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Screen Cartoonists Guild 

Confidential Informant flHUB^^Hv 1 the Angeles 
Office advised that the Screen Cartoonists Ckiild was organized and founded 
in the notion picture industry in Hollywood, California, Airing the Fall o* 
1939 as an independent union having Jurisdiction over cartoonists, sketch 
artists and animators who were engaged In the motion picture industry. 



Hb related that this union continued as an independent union 
until the Sprin^of 19^1 at which time it secured a charter of affiliation 
with the AFL. IBM stated, that after the charter was granted, a strike was 
called at the ">Bff ^Hsney Studios which lasted for about 40 days. This strike 
according td^|^^ brought out conclusively that the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild was Comuunist infiltrated and was evidenced by the fact that the 
entire strength of the Cocununist machine in the Los Angeles and Hollywood 
areas wasxthrovm into the strike, resulting in the anti-Comnunist unions 
in the studios entering the dispute to bring about a settlement. The strike 
was settled on July 9, 1941, with the Screen Cartoonists Guild gaiJiinr its 
objectives ty being recognized as the sole bargaining agency for the cartoonists 
and the Communists in the Cartoonists Guild considered thia a major victory. 

« related that the persons chiefly responsible for the organiza- 
ng of this guild included the follovdnr individuals! 

Herbert K. Sarrell David Hilberman 

Ed U. Gilbert Arthur Babbitt 

Phyllis lambertson George E. Bodle 

William Uttlejohn 

It should be noted with regard to the above that Herbert ft* 

Sorrell is a former Coirxainist. His background is set out under the section 

devoted to the Conference of Studio Unions. 



Concerning David Hilberman, whose Party name is said to be 
William Foldal, Confidential Informant Bp related on iia;' 2, 1943, that 
Hilberman was. present at the Annual Communist Party Llay Day Festival held 
at the Los Angeles Breakfast Club and was responsible for the cartoon which 
was posted in that hall demanding a second front. Through a highly confi- 
dential and very delicate source, it was ascertained thct Hilberman, on 
October 5, 1943, purchased a $25 Wa r Bond through the Cownunlst Party in 
Los Angeles. Former paid informant ^■■■■■■Kf the los Angeles 
Office related in January* 1944, tlia^HBrmS^oTied the Conununist Party 
in 1935 under the name of William Foldal and that he held 1939 Coamnist 
Party Book #3171. 



